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Budget 2023/24 
 
The County Council budget for 2023/24 was approved at a lengthy full council 
meeting on 16th February. The budget sees significant increases in spending on 
services that support vulnerable children, young people, and adults in response to 
rising demand for those services. A band D householder will see the DCC proportion 
of their council tax increase by £1.49 per week.  

The fact is though, the council tax rise, plus funding we receive from the 
Government, will not balance our budget book. Spending this much on priority 
services to meet growing demand means having to make savings in the region of 
£47.5 million from elsewhere to balance the books. We need to make the most of 
every pound we spend. 

Most of those savings are earmarked to come from adult social care, and last week 
we launched consultations, putting forward proposals on ways that we could make 
savings in some specific services. We're contacting the people who used those 
services directly, to ask them what they think. 
 
 

 
  



 
The approved Budget Book can be found here Budget Book Master 2023-24.pdf 
(devon.gov.uk) 
 
 
Seaton to Colyford Multi use trail 
 
A report is being presented to cabinet next week (8 March) recommending approval 
to construct the new off-road section of the multi-use trail (stop line way) from the 
rear of properties at The Saltings, following the field boundaries and then connecting 
to Marsh Lane and onto the Wetlands.  
 
Vegetation is already being cleared with construction planned for summer 2023 and 
planting and landscaping taking place in October. Planning permission was granted 
for the improvements in 2011 and it has been the long-term ambition of DCC, (and 
numerous local members along the way!) to complete the route between Seaton & 
Colyford to provide a safe and continuous trail that promotes walking, wheeling, and 
cycling as well as the wider benefits for local tourism and accessibility to the 
Wetlands. Link to full cabinet report below. 
 
Seaton to Colyford Multi-Use Trail - Final.pdf (devon.gov.uk) 
 
 
Welcome to new DCC Chief Executive Donna Manson  
 
In February Donna Manson joined DCC as our new Chief Executive. A message 
from Donna can be viewed here:  Hello, from our new Chief Executive - news 
(devon.gov.uk) 
 

Be prepared for the unexpected 

Communities in Devon are being invited to apply for funding to help them be better 
prepared for emergencies or unexpected events. 

Independent charity Devon Communities Together is working with DCC and 
the Environment Agency to provide the funding opportunities. 

This latest programme is financed by DCC and the South West Regional Flood & 
Coastal Committee local levy funding, and is administered by Devon Communities 
Together as part of its role in the Devon Community Resilience Forum (DCRF), 
whose core mission is to help communities prepare for, and respond to, 
emergencies. 

Scheme 1 – up to £250 for communities that wish to develop their own 
Community Emergency Plan 

The Devon Community Resilience Board (DCRB) wants to encourage more 
communities to produce a Community Emergency Plan (CEP). 
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A CEP is a document which helps guide a community to organise a response to a 
local emergency, from flooding or snow to the completely unexpected. They ideally 
need to be updated every three years, however some communities in Devon either 
don’t have a plan in place or are not sure how to put together a support document for 
their community. The aim is that by providing this funding, many more communities 
across the county will be able to put plans in place to ensure their resilience in case 
anything happens within their community. 

Once approved and completed, the DCRB will upload a completed CEP to a secure 
government gateway. This enables emergency responders to combine local 
knowledge with their expertise, allowing an effective place-based, joined-up 
response. 

Devon’s communities can bid for this fund to help form their own Community 
Emergency Planning group. 

Further guidance and support on creating the group can also be provided from the 
DCRF with in-person attendance from a Devon Communities Together Resilience 
Project Officer. https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/grant-funding-emergency-
flood-resilience 

Scheme 2 – up to £1,500 for small scale works and resilience equipment (once 
a CEP is in place) 

Experience has shown that a wide range of small resilience measures can make a 
real difference to communities. This funding is available to communities to improve 
their own resilience with equipment and small scale works, and may range from the 
provision of sandbag stores and other flood protection equipment, road signs, tools 
and personal protective equipment, to one off small scale works to reduce risk. 

DCRF recommends that a Community Emergency Response Team defines its own 
shopping list to meet local requirements. Examples of resilience measures can be 
provided by the DCRF, other communities, or Devon County Council to help a 
Community Emergency Planning Group consider what might be best for a particular 
area. 

Fairtrade – directly supporting food producers. 

Devon has successfully renewed its Fairtrade status for each of the last 14 years, by 
promoting and encouraging people to choose Fairtrade goods and support food 
producers across the world. 

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working wages and conditions, local 
sustainability, and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers. More information can 
be found here: Home - Fairtrade Foundation 

By requiring companies to pay sustainable prices to farmers and food producers, 
which must never fall lower than the market prices, Fairtrade enables the poorest 
and weakest producers to improve their position and have more control over their 
lives. 
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This year’s Fairtrade Fortnight has begun and runs until Sunday 12 March. It is 
highlighting the urgent threat to the future of the foods we love and the livelihoods of 
the people who grow them, as they face the worst effects of the climate crisis. 

According to the Fairtrade Foundation, food such as coffee, bananas and chocolate 
could become more difficult to buy due to climate change. 

The current financial crisis is also taking a heavy toll on many people who are 
struggling to make ends meet, particularly so for smallholder farmers and workers, 
with the costs of fuel, fertiliser and food all increasing beyond what is affordable. See 
our DCC priorities here:  Did you know that Devon is a Fairtrade County? 
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