THE LINK
JANUARY 2019

THE BENEFICE OF COTLEIGH, FARWAY, OFFWELL &
WIDWORTHY and The village of Northleigh

SERVICES FOR JANUARY
SERVICE
ROTA

OFFWELL

COTLEIGH

FARWAY

NORTHLEIGH

WIDWORTHY

9:30am HC
with Cotleigh

9:30am HC
at Offwell

11:15am HC
at Northleigh

11:15am HC
with Farway

9:30am
Family Service

Jan 13th

9:30am HC
at Cotleigh

9:30am HC
with Offwell

11:15am HC

6:00pm
Evensong

9:30am
Family Service

Jan 20th

5:00pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am HC

11:15am HC

No Service

9:30am HC

Jan 27th

9:30am
All age worship

9:30am
with Offwell

11:15am HC

9:30am HC
Holyford
Mission
Community

9:30am
Family Service

Feb 3rd

9:30am HC
with Cotleigh

9:30am HC
at Offwell

11:15am HC
at Northleigh

11:15am HC
with Farway

9:30am
Family Service

Jan 6th
Epiphany

BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY
Jan 6th
Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:
1-7, 10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

Isaiah 43: 1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke
3:15-17, 21-22

Isaiah 62: 1-5

Psalm 36: 5-10

1 Corinthians
12: 1-11

John 2:1-11

Jan 27th

Nehemiah
8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians
12:12-31a

Luke 4: 14-21

Feb 3rd

Jeremiah
1: 4-10

Psalm 71: 1-6

1 Corinthians
13: 1-13

Luke 4: 21-30

Jan 13th
Jan 20th

Services for January
Jan 6th 11:00am conducted by Mr. Paul Violet
Jan 13th 3:00pm conducted by Revd. Ben Haslam
Covenant Service. All are welcome.
Jan 20th 11:00am conducted by Mrs Elizabeth Lynn
Jan 27th 3:00pm conducted by Dcn Geoff Tamblin
Feb 3rd 11:00am conducted by Dr. Alan Mcilveen
Front cover - The open door at St. Michael and All Angels Church, Farway
Back Cover - Welcome to the church of St Cuthbert, Widworthy
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BENEFICE NEWS
The door that is always open
Have you ever experienced disappointment when a door of opportunity has closed
on you? Maybe you had high hopes of an open door and all that lay beyond it. It has been
said that when one door closes another will open, and it certainly could be a blessing
when this happens.
A door that has been opened for you to enter the home of a good friend will always
be welcome. So it depends on what is on the other side of a door as to whether you
choose to go through gladly when that door is open for you. What if you were to be
offered an entrance to life in all its fullness?
On several occasions Jesus spoke of himself as the door to life. He said that he is
the way, the truth and the life, and that no-one can enter except through him. Jesus is the
door that is always open. How will you respond to his invitation to enter into life to the
full through him?
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. "For
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened”.
Mathew 7:7-8
CHURCHWARDENS
COTLEIGH
Pam Lane

01404 43339

FARWAY
Tara Huffman
Robin Banks

01404 871372
01404 871355

NORTHLEIGH
John Platt
Pam Mayall

01297 552416
01404 871397

OFFWELL
Jonathan Paveley
Marion Hutchinson

01404 831450
01404 830055

WIDWORTHY
Mim Prins
Mary Wakeley

01404 831688
01404 831345

Benefice Coffee Morning
for all our Parishes
Thursday 17th January
(3rd Thursday of every month)
From 10:30am to 12 noon
At Offwell Social Club Room
This is for everyone. Whether you go to
church or not you will be
made very welcome. You
just have to enjoy coffee,
home made cake and a
chat!

The Parishes LINK is the magazine of the Five Parishes of COTLEIGH, FARWAY, NORTHLEIGH,
OFFWELL and WIDWORTHY. Views expressed here are not necessarily the opinion of the Editor or
the Community. Submissions, BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH, should be sent, preferably by email in
text, Word, JPG, PDF or PNG format, to the editor at parisheslink@gmail.com The editor reserves
the right to delay or refuse publication of articles for reasons of decorum, space or practicality .
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COTLEIGH
CHURCH DUTIES for January
Sidesmen:
Jan 13th Broom family
Jan 20th Pauline Gordon
Altar Flowers:
lst & 2nd Sunday: Pam Spiller
3rd & 4th Sunday: Manon Harding
Cleaning Rota:
Pam Lane & Mrs Heywood

Cotleigh 200 Club
No draw details this month - see the February issue
Membership is open to all and costs £10 per year
If you would like to join please contact:
Chris or Tessa Henley Tel: 01404 831028

Our Christmas Bingo went
extremely well again this year on
Saturday 1st December.
I would like to thank all those that supported me
and those that contributed raffle prizes.
We made a profit of £320 - £160 was given to
Cotleigh Church and £160 to Hospice, King Street
Pam Lane

COTLEIGH VILLAGE CONTACTS
Parish Council
John Woolacott
831820
Parish Clerk
Kerry Kennell
861129
Fete Committe
Nigel Young
831300
Village Hall Bookings
Len Spiller
861396
PCC / Church Wardens
Pam Lane
43339
Bowls Club
Pauline Gordon
831878
200 Club
Chris or Tessa Henley 831028

THE COTLEIGH POPPY APPEAL 2018
Due to the continuous generosity of the villagers of Cotleigh and
the Church, we have raised the grand total of: £346.01
It was lovely to catch up with everyone and a huge thank you once
again
John and Pauline Gordon
EPIPHANY - 6th January 2019

Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 6

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet
has written:
6
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’
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Offwell C of E Primary School
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness.
admin@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk www.offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk

We welcomed our new Headteacher –Mrs Legg.
We also welcomed The Rev’d Prebendary Sue Roberts,
Team Rector of the Honiton Mission Community. She
attends our Celebration Worship, has performed a doll
‘marriage’ ceremony in Ash class and joins the other
classes regularly.

We love going on Welly Walks
down to Offwell Woods where
we can use the log cabin to do
more advanced studies and
look at wildlife.

We are proud of all our
achievements – sporting and
academic. Our Youth Speak
competitors are pictured right.
One team came 3rd and will
move on to the next round.
Some of our older children
wore our new school sports
bibs at a recent event at HCC.

Our core values have been embedded in our school ethos and
they are now supported and enhanced by our school vision –
Be Well; Learn Well; Live Well; Offwell!

What will 2019 bring? Keep reading this entry in The Link,
follow us on our website or, better still, come and visit the
school and meet us in person.
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offwell
CHANGE of STARTING TIME of EVENING SERVICE:
Evening Prayer on the third Sunday of the month will be at the earlier time of 5:00pm
during the winter months.

It’s 2019 so new diaries at the ready, here are some dates for the year:
February 22nd

Quiz Night

th

Tower Teddy Tumble followed by a picnic in the Orchard

May 26

June 21

st

Wine Tasting

September 14
October 4

th

th

Flower Show
Harvest Supper

November 15

th

Quiz Night

Look out for more details later

St Mary’s needs your help please. Could you arrange flowers in the
church just once or twice a year? You don't have to be an expert.
Please phone Phyllis on 01404 831520 For more information.
OFFWELL POPPY DAY APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who contributed
Offwell, including the Windmill Garage, raised £704.35

The Offwell Ladies Lunch Club meets on the second Wednesday of each month.
It is a group of like-minded ladies who come together to have a sociable lunch and some
enjoyable time.
There are at least 40 ladies in the group with a good 50% attendance most months. Not
all the ladies are from Offwell – the group is so popular that we also have members from
surrounding villages and Honiton.
In August we invite partners and/or friends for a cream tea and in December for a ‘get
together’ lunch.
Any ladies who would like to join us will be most welcome – for further information
please contact Marian Tucker on 01404 831066 or at The Barn, Offwell

Unfinished craft projects cluttering up your cupboards?
Why not join a group of like minded crafters once a week in the evening
to finish them?
If you are interested please call:
Dawn on 01404 831719 or Marian on 01404 831066.
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Northleigh Village Hall
Burns Supper

Saturday, 26th January, 2019
7:00pm for 7:30pm
Tickets £10
For further information,
and to book, call Jan Fulton
on 01404 871151

McShaw Optometrists
Specialist eye centre south west
Home visits too
We are a problem solving practice with
a reputation for giving the best of care.
Find us at:
123, High Street, Sidmouth EX10 8LB
Make an appointment:
Tel: 01395 578724
Email: reception.mcshaw@btconnect.com

www. mcshaw-optometrists.co.uk
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Thinking of placing an advert in The Link?
Distributed to 600 homes every month in the five Parishes of Cotleigh, Farway,
Northleigh, Offwell and Widworthy, our little magazine is read then put aside to
be picked up throughout the month to find out about church and village events
and, of course, local services.
See the table below for our rates, or, the examples for a smaller, simpler advert.

One month, three months, six months or a year, we’re flexible and friendly and
would like to help you promote your events and businesses.
We also appreciate your support to help us keep producing The Link magazine.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Email us today: parisheslink@gmail.com
Melanie (Editor) and Jan (Business Manager)
Examples:
Advertise here for £3/month

CLEANER
Do you need help at home?
Local, friendly & reliable, I also do ironing
Call me, !!!!!!!!! ,today for rates and further
info on 01404 XXXXXX

GARDENER
Grass cutting, pruning, weeding, planting….
I can work alone or alongside you

Non-commercial Rates
(i.e. Charities, Fundraising Events)
25% Discount

Call me, !!!!!!!!! ,today for rates and further
info on 01404 XXXXXX

To submit an advert please email:
parisheslink@gmail.com
9
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S t u a r t ’s
S w e e p in g S e r v ic e
C h im n e y , w o o d b u r n e r a n d r a n g e
c o o k e r s w e e p in g .
B ir d ’s n e s t r e m o v a l.
C o w ls a n d b ir d s p ik e s f it t e d .
C a m e r a in s p e c t io n s .

07432 118318 or
01404 831288
E v e n in g a n d w e e k e n d a p p o in tm e n ts
a v a ila b le .
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fARWAY
Winter League Skittles matches
start again in the New Year on Friday 11th January and will continue until 19th April
The bar will be open from 7:30pm every Friday night and you are most welcome to join
us for a drink and chat round the fire, if you can get near!
Have you visited the Farway Village website recently at www.farwaydevon.org.uk?
The Village Hall page has details of skittles fixtures and Farway United football matches.

Farway School Bags2School Collection
Farway PTFA are always looking for clothes to be donated, as they hope
to arrange another Bags2School Collection in the future.
Bags2School accept good quality items for reuse - please note clothes
must be clean and in a usable condition without rips or stains. They can
include men’s, ladies’ and children’s clothing, paired shoes (tied together
or elastic band around), handbags, hats, bags, scarves and ties.
If anyone has any donations please bring them to Farway School.
Thank you.

RECIPE FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR
Take twelve whole months.
Clean them thoroughly of all bitterness, hate, and jealousy.
Make them just as fresh and clean as possible.

Now cut each month into twenty-eight, thirty, or thirty-one different parts, but don't
make up the whole batch at once.
Prepare it one day at a time out of these ingredients.
Mix well into each day one part of faith, one part of patience, one part of courage, and
one part of work.
Add to each day one part of hope, faithfulness, generosity, and kindness.
Blend with one part prayer, one part meditation, and one good deed.
Season the whole with a dash of good spirits, a sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play, and a
cupful of good humour.
Pour all of this into a vessel of love.
Cook thoroughly over radiant joy, garnish with a smile, and serve with quietness,
unselfishness, and cheerfulness.
You're bound to have a happy new year.
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Author Unknown

HONITON FOOD BANK
No matter whether it is warm and sunny or we are in the depths of winter there are always
people in need. Crisis can happen to any of us, due to job loss, bereavement, family breakdown
or homelessness. Individuals and families can suddenly find
themselves without food or any money to buy food.
Honiton Food Bank exists to help people over their time
of crisis. Their need is assessed by professionals from local
agencies or local church leaders and they can come to the food
bank for a bag of essential food items to tide them over for
three days. Vouchers are required as food is not usually given
on direct request at the Food Bank.
The Food Bank is comprises a stock of non-perishable food
operated by volunteers from churches and the wider
community in and around
Honiton.
How is the Food Bank funded?
Entirely by local churches
and other charitable donations.
They rely upon the support of
local people to keep the food
bank running. Without your support they have no money, no food,
and no food bank! If you would like to contribute you can put food
contributions into
collection bins, or take them to the King’s
Centre on Tuesday or Friday between 1:00 and 3:00pm. Financial
contributions should be taken or sent to The King’s Centre.
Where are the collection points located?
Tesco and the Co-op Supermarkets, The King’s Centre, St Paul’s Church, the Church of the
Holy Family. Several other organisations also collect food at their own initiative. It’s not just food
that is needed by people in crisis; they also need toiletries - toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap,
washing powder, nappies, etc.
Where do people get food vouchers from?
Food vouchers can be obtained from Citizens Advice Bureau and Honiton Town Council Offices.
Where is Honiton Food Bank?
It’s located at the Kings Centre, just off the High Street
opposite the Police station.
How can I help?
There are three ways you can help:
1. By donating non-perishable items
2. By volunteering at the Food Bank
3. By making a financial donation which could
help to cover any shortages, particularly at peak
times
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WIDWORTHY
St Cuthbert’s Widworthy
On Sunday, January 6th, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, when the coming of
the Three Wise Men symbolises the revelation of Christ to the gentiles. They brought him
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, not what we think of as the usual baby present.
In the service, we will explore the meaning of these gifts and also the significance of the
Magi. The emphasis of this service will be for the children but all of us can learn a little
more about our faith, so do come.

Widworthy Fete
Looking ahead in the year when it will be sunnier (we hope) and warmer, we will be
starting to plan for this year’s fete. It again will be held in Widworthy Barton at the
kind invitation of Kim and Mark Baker. Kim will be chairing the first meeting which
will be at Widworthy Barton on Thursday, January 17 th at 7:30 pm.
Anyone with ideas for the fete or with offers of help, (or both!) is welcome to come
along. Please either ring (01404 831688) or e-mail mjbprins@yahoo.co.uk if you
intend to come so we will have an idea of numbers.

~ We wish you all a very Happy, Fruitful and Productive New Year! ~
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NORTHLEIGH village
Northleigh Village Hall Bar is open on Sundays from 12:00pm to 2:00pm

January Diary:
Wednesday 9th Quiz - 7.30pm for 8:00pm, £4 entry to include light refreshments, bar open
Call Caroline on 01404 871395 for details
The Northleigh Film Club
Tuesday 15th - Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri
Award-winning actress Frances McDormand (Fargo) delivers a stunningly powerful
performance in this darkly comic drama that has been hailed as one of the year’s best films.
A murdered girl’s defiant mother (McDormand) paints boldly three local signs with a
controversial message, igniting a furious battle with a volatile cop (Sam Rockwell) and the
town’s revered chief of police (Woody Harrelson).
Doors Open 7.00pm Film Starts 7.30pm The Bar will be open and look forward to seeing
you there. Call Claire 01404 871280 for more info
Wednesday 16th - Norley Nosh Lunch. 12.15pm for 12.30pm
Book with Pam 01404 871397 by preceding Monday
Wednesday 16th - The Book Group will meet at Shutes Farm at 8:00p.m. when the book
under discussion will be "Brooklyn" by Colm Toibin.
For further information call Jan Fulton on 01404 871151
Saturday 26th - Burns Supper 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Traditional 3-course meal, singing, poetry and dancing, and all for £10
For further information and to book, call Jan Fulton on 01404 871151

Regular Activities:
Mondays:
Thursdays:
Fridays:

Art Group 2:00 to 4:00pm Carole 01404 871444 Yoga 7:00pm
Drama, contact Ba on 01404 831476
Short Mat Bowls 7:15pm Pauline 01404 871416

Yet again, I would like to say a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to everyone who supplied me
with foliage and hay for the wreaths and floral arrangements that I sold at Northleigh and
Colyton Christmas Fayres and also to everyone you brought. A cheque for £135.60 is now
winging its way to the Devon Air Ambulance and without everyone’s support this would
not be possible. So thank you all once again. Ellen Hunt

Seasoned hardwood logs
with moisture content of 20% or less. Sold in loads of approximately
1 cubic metre, weighing approximately 200 KG.
Priced at £75 per load (no vat)
not including storage handling sack at £10 if required.
Collection only from Farway Tel: 01404 871065
16
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From the Potting Shed

By Greenfinger

New Year Greetings to you all and may 2019 be happy, healthy and horticulturally
productive. I hope you received lots of gardening presents for Christmas.
I have ventured out into a wet and blustery day for my usual tour of the garden
before composing this article. In particular I noted that our Helleborus are beginning to
push up flowers so by the time you read this article yours should certainly be blooming.
One winter job that should have been completed is to have pruned off last seasons’ outer
leaves. It is time now to trim off leaves that are hiding the emerging flowers. If there are
healthy leaves lying flat on the soil, they may be left in place to assist photosynthesis. The
leaf spot disease that affects Hellebores causes large brown patches on leaves. These, of
cause, have to be cut off and burned if possible. Do not put diseased leaves in the compost,
it only spreads the fungal spores that have caused the trouble in the first place!
How many of you have a Sedum –commonly Stonecrop in the garden? It has
attractive fresh fleshy leaves and very pretty blooms in the autumn which are enjoyed by
bees. Well, it has been renamed to 'Hylotelephium' and I see a number of writers are being
very correct and using it. I am all for the Latin names but that is a bit too much. I do not
think that many garden centres will alter from SEDUM or STONECROP.
I don't think that I have mentioned Rhubarb for a long time, so here goes. It is
time to refresh your clump. Rhubarb should be dug up every four years and the roots
divided. You will see on the outer edge plump new dormant buds showing pink or red.
Divide the root with each piece having a new bud and some roots. These are your new
plants for the next four years. If the soil is workable then plant the new pieces having fed
the soil with a general fertilizer. (Remember N, P, K,) If the soil is too wet then pot-up the
new pieces and grow on till spring.
There is always tidying up to do from the results of rain and wind. Are the
gutters clear of those last few leaves? Which reminds me, have you cut back Wisteria—
its winter prune. If grown against a wall of a building it has a nasty habit of getting into
gutters and drains, so stop its rampaging.
Mulching. The wetter weather is leaching out a lot of the soil's goodness so mulch
as much as possible with compost or leaf mould, or well-rotted farmyard manure. The
worms (man's best friend) will enjoy reconstituting the stuff to the benefit of the soil and
other 'good' creatures like fungi in the soil.
We are sure to get a spell of frost, so lag outdoor pipes and taps. Empty watering
cans of dregs of water. Water expands on freezing and can cause cracks and leaks. If you
have a pond float a ball on the surface, its movement will prevent total freeze-over. If it
does freeze then do not hammer the ice to break it. Hammering will shock fish and others,
it’s better to use hot water to make holes in the ice.
Look to your garden chemicals. The remainders of those from last year may not
be usable for the future especially if the damp and the light has affected them. Chemicals
are hygroscopic and attract moisture. Buy in a good general fertilizer; a packet of
horticultural Epsom Salt (Magnesium Sulphate); Potash (Potassium Sulphate). It’s almost
fashionable now to use the popular tomato feed as a general feed for most occasions.
Now to start the New Year with a quote from none other than Gertrude
Jekyll herself,
“ The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies”
Green Finger
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