THE LINK
JULY 2019

THE BENEFICE OF COTLEIGH, FARWAY,
OFFWELL & WIDWORTHY
and The village of Northleigh

SERVICES FOR JULY
SERVICE
ROTA

OFFWELL

COTLEIGH

FARWAY

WIDWORTHY

NORTHLEIGH

July 7th

9:30am HC
with Cotleigh

9:30am HC
at Offwell

See Northleigh

9:30am
Family Service

11:15am HC

July 14h

9:30am HC
at Cotleigh

9:30am HC
with Offwell

11:15am HC

9:30am
Family Service

6:00pm
Evensong

July 21st

6:00pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am HC

11:15am HC

9:30am HC

No Service
See Farway

July 28th

9:45am
All age worship
with Cotleigh

9:45am
All age worship
at Offwell

No Service

9:30am
Family Service

11:15am HC

Aug 4th

9:30am HC
with Cotleigh

9:30am HC
at Offwell

See Northleigh

9:30am
Family Service

11:15am HC

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY
July 7th

2 Kings 5: 1-14

Psalm 30

Galations 6:
(1-6) 7-16

Luke 10:
1-11, 16-20

July 14h

Amos 7: 7-17

Psalm 82

Colossians 1: 1-14

Luke 10: 25-37

July 21st

Amos 8: 1-12

Psalm 52

Colossians
1: 15-28

Luke 10: 38-42

Hosea 1: 2-10

Psalm 85

Colossians

Luke 11: 1-13

July 28th
Aug 4th

2: 6-15 (16-19)
Hosea 11: 1-11

Psalm 107
1-9, 43

Colossians 3: 1-11

Luke 12: 13-21

Services for JULY
7th
3:00 pm
14th 11:00 am
21st
11:00 am
28th 11:00 am
Aug 4th 11:00 am

Conducted by Revd. Andrew Sails
Conducted by Mrs. Gill Harvey
Conducted by Revd Ben Haslam H.C.
Conducted by Mr. Paul Skinner
Conducted by Dr. Alan Mcilveen

The Parishes LINK is the magazine of the Five Parishes of COTLEIGH, FARWAY, NORTHLEIGH, OFFWELL and WIDWORTHY. Views
expressed here are not necessarily the opinion of the Editor or the Community. Submissions, BY THE 15 th OF THE MONTH, should be
sent, preferably by email in text, Word, JPG, PDF or PNG format, to the editor at parisheslink@gmail.com The editor reserves the right
to delay or refuse publication of articles for reasons of decorum, space or practicality.
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BENEFICE NEWS
Story telling is the most important tradition we possess. Stories are powerful, can be
repeated, we can see ourselves in them, can learn and remember them to pass on to others.
Jesus was a story teller using parables when he talked to crowds to illustrate the kingdom of
God.
Bob Hartman as a pastor, parent and children’s author knew the power of storytelling and how to capture children’s attention, delight and entertain. Bob wanted his stories
from his Lion Storyteller Bible to be read aloud and he used repetition, rhythm and word
play to bring them to life. ‘Open The Book’ teams using mime and drama for their storytelling
make them easy to follow and understand and children are encouraged to join in with
actions, voices and words. Stories are told from both Old and New Testaments including
tales of wicked and good kings, prophets like Elijah, kind strangers, widows and events like
the storm on the lake.
Jesus used parables to convey God’s kingdom with stories of seeds, yeast, things lost
and found, fishing and hidden treasure, (Matthew 13) His stories related to everyday life
including farming, fishing, and baking. His disciples and the apostles were later sent out to
retell his stories.
Open the Book stories tell of God’s love for us and
having seen God in these stories we hope the children will
learn to trust God and love him.
On Saturday 18th May, three of our group
attended an ‘Open The Book’ 20th anniversary celebration
service held at Wells Cathedral. Bob Hartman was present
and told one of his new bible stories in verse so we heard
what a great story teller he is.
We thank Bible story tellers everywhere who
share their faith and talents so graciously as members of
Open the Book.
Pictured:- L to R Barbara McKinna, Bob Hartman,
Marion Hutchinson and Tara Huffman
CHURCHWARDENS

Benefice Coffee Morning

COTLEIGH
Pam Lane

for all our Parishes

01404 43339

Thursday 18th JULY

FARWAY
Tara Huffman
Robin Banks

01404 871372
01404 871355

(3rd Thursday of every month)
From 10:30am to 12 noon

NORTHLEIGH
John Platt
Pam Mayall

01297 552416
01404 871397

At Offwell

OFFWELL
Jonathan Paveley
Marion Hutchinson

01404 831450
01404 830055

WIDWORTHY
Mim Prins
Mary Wakeley

01404 831688
01404 831345
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Social Club Room
This is for everyone. Whether
you go to church or not you
will be made very welcome.
You just have to enjoy coffee,
home made cake and a chat!

Rogation Sunday, which was on 26th May this year, is when the church traditionally

offers prayers for God's blessings on the fields and fruits of the earth, animals and those
who labour to provide food.
A feature is to beat the boundaries of the parish in which a procession is led by ministers of
the church around the boundaries.
We adapt this to travel around the parishes in our valley, stopping at various places of
worship to sing, pray and read a passage of the Bible.
We travelled from St Giles church Northleigh to the Methodist chapel, St Michael's church,
Farway, through Southleigh woods to St Lawrence church of Southleigh and on to
Stubbhayne Farm with Roger and Ruth Gould for tea and fellowship.
A lovely afternoon.

TEDDY TUMBLE at St Mary’s, Offwell on 26th May
Sadly, due to the inclement weather the picnic had to be cancelled.
However this did not
deter some brave
teddies from taking a
leap of faith from the
tower.
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COTLEIGH
Services for July: 14th 9:30am Bishop Oliver 21st 9:30am Sue Roberts
CHURCH DUTIES for JULY
Sidesmen:
14th Manon Harding
21st Peter Haines

Cotleigh 200 Club
June Draw Results
£15 No. 80 Mrs Long
£10 No. 31 Manon Harding

Altar Flowers:

1st & 2nd Jill Goss
3rd, 4th & 5th Tessa Henley
Cleaning Rota:
Mr & Mrs J Woollacott

Membership is open to all and costs £10 per year
If you would like to join please contact:
Chris or Tessa Henley Tel: 01404 831028

FETE COUNTDOWN

COTLEIGH VILLAGE CONTACTS
Parish Council
Parish Clerk
John Woolacott 831820 Kerry Kennell 861129
Fete Committe
Village Hall Bookings
Nigel Young
831300 Len Spiller
861396
PCC / Church Wardens
Bowls Club
Pam Lane
43339
Pauline Gordon 831878
200 Club
Chris or Tessa Henley 831028

Our success depends hugely on the generosity
of the village community.
We'd really appreciate donations for tombola
prizes sent to Pam Spiller.
Please also send unwanted items for the
Bric-a-Brac stall to Val Penney and plants or
garden produce to Desmond Coombe.
Many thanks

Attention all Cotleigh Villagers!

BSR Fire & Security

We want this year’s

Scarecrow Competition

All aspects of property

to be the best ever!
We need all you creative people to help
make it happen, so please join in and enter
with a chance to win a special meal for four
people prepared by Gillian Broom.
Scarecrows should be put in front gardens by

Protection and Maintenance
Fire – CCTV – Intruder
Electrical - Emergency Generators

Saturday
13th July for
judging and
for all to see.
There’s no
restriction in
style this year
so get
creative and
make any
scarecrow you
like.

Gate Automation
General Property Maintenance
Gate Safe Registered
Fully Insured
Call Bill on 07484 844234
Email bill@bsrfiresec.co.uk
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offwell
The time of the 4th Sunday All Age Worship has been changed to 9:45am. This service
caters for everyone, with an activity for the children, and we'd love you to join us.
Date for your diary - Sunday 25th August at 10.30am
The Bishop of Crediton, Jackie Searle, will be coming to take the Holy Communion service.
Everyone is most welcome – so hope to see you at Offwell church
The new lighting is being installed in the church and should be finished by the end of July. We
are still looking for a couple of people to sponsor a light. If you would like to please contact
one of the churchwardens. Please come and look at the lights and if you haven't already done
so have a look at Carol's latest exhibition, details of which were in Last month's Link.
You've had your schedule for the show
So now you know what you have to grow
Or paint or write or bake or photo
And don't forget to make your scarecrow
The Flower Show - Saturday 14th September

CHURCH GRAFFITI

Saturday 6th July FISH & CHIPS
frying in the hall carpark from 6:00 to 7.30pm
Eat in or out, bar open
Also grocery hamper raffle - all proceeds of raffle
and fish and chips to Children’s new play park
Good night for the whole family

- a report by Seán Goddard

The Devon Archaeological Society is conducting a county-wide survey of church graffiti
and I have visited Offwell, St Mary’s to check what you have. There isn’t much but it is very
interesting. These days, when graffiti is mentioned, we probably think of unwanted spray painting,
but graffiti goes back a very long way. Strictly speaking, graffiti is anything scratched into a
surface. In the case of churches this can be on stone, plaster, wood, lead and even glass.
Much church graffiti may have been lost after the Reformation when paint and
other decoration was removed from churches and may now only be visible as very faint
marks. What does survive comes in the form of symbols thought to be associated with
warding off evil spirits, which may seem odd in a Christian building. These ritual symbols
are called apotropaic marks and their true meanings and associations have been largely
lost as there is almost no contemporary written record. Their meaning and use may also
have changed over time, but retained some significance into the 19 th century.
One of the more common graffiti symbols found in churches takes the form of a
shoe outline and Offwell has a number. The first one I encountered was on lead which
had been rescued from a previous roofing of the tower. It is
displayed on the ringing floor of the tower. Next, there are four shoes
carved into the stone seats of the porch and, randomly, I even spotted a
shoe carved on the east end of the village pump wall! But the best, and
most interesting, graffiti is all on just one aisle pier. It includes two crazy
stick figures with big hands, a hand or glove, as well as dot patterns and
the usual initials.
I hope to visit all churches in the benefice and it will be interesting
to compare what there is locally against the whole of Devon.
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Offwell C of E Primary School
Our Core Values: Honesty, Loyalty, Caring, Sharing and Forgiveness.
admin@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk www.offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk
Tel: 01404 831417
Each year the oldest children in Offwell School take part in a Residential Trip lasting,
usually, 3 days and 2 nights. School trips provide a great opportunity for pupils to gain
different experiences and face a range of challenges which are aimed at contributing
significantly to their personal development. This can all help to improve performance and
relationships back at school.
This year 25 children set off with 3
teachers for Beam House, a lovely setting
surrounded by trees, near Great Torrington
Whilst at the Centre, our children
undertook lots of exciting activities
including: coastal walks, survivor, street
surfing, body boarding, aeroball and
abseiling. Children get the opportunity to
have a go at all the different challenges which are
designed to test them in different ways. Some are well
within their comfort zone, others not so much! The
abseiling went well with nearly everybody going down
once, and some twice! Aeroball was a lot of bouncing.
Body boarding at Westward Ho was exhilarating as the
waves were long and gentle. Under close supervision the
children were able to catch a wave and surf to the shore.
Children came home tired, proud and hopefully
more confident in themselves and what they can achieve.
For some children the challenge was to spend a night, or two, away from home and they all
managed this successfully. Staff came home tired, relieved and confirming that the nights are
the worst when children apparently forget they need to sleep!
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fARWAY
FARWAY PCC meet on Tuesday16th July at 7:30pm at " Westhay" by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs A. Baily
Friday 5th JULY - the bar will be open in the Village Hall from 7.30pm
Friday 2nd AUGUST - the bar will open again when Nick will be working his magic behind the BBQ
and the entertainment will be provided by the Devon Horseflies! A barrel of Otter Bitter is on
order and the Pimms on ice – it promises to be a great night out so come and join the party –
everyone is welcome.

Saturday 13th July - can you spare an hour or two from 10am to 12 noon to help spring clean
the Village Hall ready for the Flower Show? Please come prepared with buckets, rubber gloves
and gardening tools etc. Any help would be much appreciated - many hands make light work!!!

Flower Show Schedules are available from Pat
Beard, Stefanie Kastner and Sheila Lee or on the
Farway Village website at www.farwaydevon.org.uk.
Entries must be handed in to Pat or Stefanie no later
than Thursday 18th July. Cup holders are requested to
return their trophies to Stefanie Kastner by Monday 8th
July. Donations for the Raffle, Cake and Plant Stalls
would be much appreciated.

Farway Methodist Chapel
Cream Tea
Sunday 21st July @ 3pm
at the home of Mr & Mrs Matthew Phillips
31 Pine Park Road, Honiton
Proceeds for church funds
All will be very welcome

NORTHLEIGH
News from St Giles Northleigh - Due to the absence of a congregation on June 9th (they had
all gone to Branscombe for Songs of Praise on the beach!) it was not possible to announce in
church that the Rev’d Steven Martin had accepted the invitation to become Rector of the
Holyford Mission Community and Priest-in-charge of Northleigh. We look forward to
welcoming Steven and his young family sometime this autumn.

Regular Village Activities:
Sundays:
Monday:
Monday:
3rd Thursday:
Friday:

Northleigh Village Hall Bar open from 12:00pm to 2:00pm
Art Group 2:00 to 4:00pm Carole 01404 871444
Yoga 7:00pm £36 for 6 weeks or £7 a drop in. Mats provided Ella 07548 158 560
Drama Group meeting monthly. for details contact Ba 01404 831476
Short Mat Bowls 7:15pm Pauline 01404 871516

We would be really pleased to accept donations
for St Giles' Garden Party of full bottles of
any kind, books, fancy goods (unwanted gifts
and toys), plants, produce and cakes. Items can
be left at the back door at Shutes Farm or given
to Pam Mayall, Ba Faraday or Norma Rich.

Norley Nosh Lunch - Wednesday 17th
12:15pm for 12:30pm Book with Pam
01404 871397 by preceding Monday
Future Events:
Harvest Supper, Show and Festival
September 6th,7th & 8th
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SUMMER FUN

Sunday 4th August, 2:30pm
At Netherton Hall, Farway

Saturday
20th July @ 2:30pm

by kind permission of
Lisa Pregar and Family
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NORTHLEIGH
WANTED
Grazing for 2 horses
To rent or buy
For new people to village
Contact Brian Greenway
01404 870516
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McShaw Optometrists
Specialist eye centre south west
Home visits too
We are a problem solving practice with
a reputation for giving the best of care.
Find us at:
123, High Street, Sidmouth EX10 8LB
Make an appointment:
Tel: 01395 578724
Email: reception.mcshaw@btconnect.com

www. mcshaw-optometrists.co.uk
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St Cuthbert’S WIDWOrthY
Very many congratulations to Kate Vernon and her committee for organising such a happy and
successful fete which was enjoyed by all who attended in spite of intermittent lack of
cooperation from the weather. We are hugely grateful to all who helped and contributed and
to Mark and Kim Baker for all of their help and for lending the Barton which forms such a
magical backdrop for the day. The final total for the day is still being calculated and will be
announced in the August Link.
On Sunday July 7th, Marc Kastner will be leading the service. The Rt Revd Dr Oliver Simon will
be taking our Family Service on Sunday, July 14th and he also will be celebrating our Holy
Communion on July 21st The Revd Nigel Freathy will be taking our Family Service on July 28th,
after which there will be coffee, biscuits and time for a chat. Please come and join us!
On Tuesday, July 9th, 2019 there will be a meeting of the Widworthy PCC at 7:30pm in the
Wilmington Village Hall.
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From the Potting Shed

By Greenfinger

Greetings. It's July, the longest day is behind us and we are half a year gone, already
I must slip in here a very important date. Saturday 3rd August is the WHITFORD Village
Summer Show; the gate opens 2pm. (I'm biased of course!)
July should certainly be warmer than at the time of writing, so one constant job is attention
to containers. They will need watering ensuring that water gets to the central root ball. Therefore,
drench and drain for best effect. Feed once a week with half the recommended dose on the packet.
The very popular tomato liquid feed is good for all plants. Remember that hanging baskets dry very
quickly and may need irrigation (horticultural term) twice a day. Also, it is best to water early
morning and late afternoon, not midday with the sun beating down on the foliage. Talking
containers, I must repeat a warning of Vine Weevil as containers are the weevil's favourite
egg-laying place, resulting in the small white grubs found in the compost. The pest is everywhere
now, especially in containers where the soil has not been disturbed for two or three years. If you
suspect that you have it then a 'drench' is available that should contain it.
Now for another five 'quiz' questions:
1.
Which plant is commonly called 'old man's beard' & 'traveller's joy'?
2.
What collective name is given to culinary plants such as rosemary, marjoram, oregano,
angelica and bergamot?
3.
Which vegetable comes in varieties 'crisphead' and 'butterhead'?
4.
What is the term for the cutting back of surplus growth in order to encourage new growth?
5.
What is the colour of the Tansy's button-like flowers?
Do you know what Cuckoo- spit is? If so, and I'm sure you do, then Sussex University
researchers would like you to contact them with its occurrence and on which plants. They are not
worried about the cuckoo-spit grub but the small beetle that it becomes and its potential for
spreading other diseases that are coming into the country. Go to Google or the RHS web-site if you
can help.
Which? Gardening reports that another tomato virus is a threat to growers in this
country. It is the tomato brown rugose fruit virus which has been found in Europe. It causes yellow
spotting and marbling on the fruit. Apparently, it’s been confirmed in Germany, posing a threat to us
in the UK through trade. Defra have announced that garden slug and snail killer, Metaldehyde, will
be banned from 2020. Organic slug pellets, containing ferric phosphate, have proved very effective
in Which? Gardening trials.
Now for a few jobs that will keep the garden looking good and healthy:
* Continue your dead-heading routine. It prevents seed pods forming and taking the energy from
blooming, especially in the case of roses.
* If you have a productive greenhouse, it can get too hot this month. On hot days open the
ventilator and door AND as I've said before slosh a can of water on the floor now and then. It will
evaporate and increase humidity benefiting your plants especially tomatoes
* If you are off on holiday a part of your planning must include catering for care of your plants
particularly those in containers and indoors plants. Drip-feed systems are available.
* Lawns need a trim once a week, with the cuttings put in the compost container. Some can be
sprinkled on flower beds and vegetable plots as a light mulch. The worms will devour them at night.
* Hardy geraniums need shearing back/dead-heading after flowering. This keeps the plants tidy,
fresh and often re-flowering.
* Take cuttings of lavender. It is easy to do and they 'take' easily.
* Prune out old buds and flower heads from such as Rhododendron using the tips of the secateurs.
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Green Finger

20

