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From the Reverend Stuart Huntley.

For those of you who haven’t yet met me, | am your new vicar
looking after the parishes of Offwell, Widworthy and Farway.

October was a good time to join the parish as there were a lot of
opportunities to meet you as we celebrated Autumn. Firstly, |
want to thank everyone for the incredibly warm welcome | have
already received at the men’s breakfast, coffee morning, church
services, Harvest Supper, Bonfire and Light Party and All Saints.

As we approach the start of the church’s year at Advent in
December, we also have Remembrance, Carol Services,
Christingle and Christmas to look forward to, not to mention the
events outside the church.

In October | walked a medieval pilgrimage from Canterbury to
Folkestone, walking in period clothing and taking a service at
each of the ten churches on route. | was remembering a friend
who died earlier this year. But also going back to my roots, as |
took a service in the church | was confirmed in at Lyminge, and
the one | was christened in at Folkestone.

A pilgrimage is a good metaphor for our spiritual health and
mental wellbeing, we take time out of the business of our daily
lives to slow down, reflect and journey. And as we walk we are
changed; sometimes subtly and sometimes more profoundly.

The speed of walking means we notice things and see our
surroundings in a new light. Going to each of the churches on the
route, | saw that they each had their own individual character,
having been formed out of the history and by the communities that they nestle within. All the
churches were medieval, grounded in the place they stood in, some had modern additions,
some looked neat and tidy, and some were almost untouched for over 800 years. For some of
the walk | was alone, for other parts | was joined by friends or by strangers, including a couple
| picked up on the way.

As | come to be part of these three parishes, it is my hope that as | walk with you, | can help
build up and encourage the individuality and the togetherness of each of the
communities ,and do what | can to support each one continue for the centuries to come.

| hope to see all of you at some point as we celebrate Christmas and the New Year together.




FIND US - CONTACT

Rev’d. Stuart Huntley
Phone: 07479 532355 Email: revshuntley@gmail.com

Working part time, but contactable anytime, offering pastoral support
to the three parishes and support to the church schools. In due course |
hope to move into the Rectory, however if you'd like to see me before
then please email, or call, and you can find me on Friday mornings at Offwell
church between 9:30-11 and Widworthy between 11:15 and 1pm .

The Rev’'d Tracey Voysey is now the interim Vicar for Honiton.

The Rev’d Tracey will continue to help out in Farway, but her
involvement with Offwell and Widworthy has now ended with the
appointment of the Rev’d Stuart. The churchwardens and the PCC
would like to thank her for her commitment and her work at the
schools. Her cheerfulness will be missed and all wish her all the best
in her new roles.
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http://www.parish-church.com/

All Souls Service at St. Mary’s, Sunday 2nd November, 5:00 pm.

We invite you to an All Souls service at Offwell church to remember those we loved who are
no longer with us.

For many of us, their funeral may have taken place in this church or one of the other
churches in our Benefice, or further afield. This is an opportunity for us as a church, to
continue to support you, to help you to remember them before God and to receive comfort
from the knowledge that those we love are in the everlasting arms of Christ in Heaven.

There will be a number of points in the service where there will be the opportunities to
reflect and remember. The service is candlelit, and you may light a candle in memory of
those you have lost.

If you would like the name of your loved one read out in the service in the list of those we
remember, please contact me on revshuntley@gmail.com, or let Viki or Jonathan, the
churchwardens, know.

Rev Stuart Huntley

Priest in Charge

Offwell, Farway and Widworthy - Diocese of Exeter
07479 532355 revshuntley@gmail.com

St. Mary’s will be hosting a Light Party on October 31st, 6 pm to 8 pm.

The church will be illuminated (courtesy of Richard Lee) and there will be lots of lights,
beverages, and goodies like s’mores and toffee apples. Everyone is welcome to come along
and celebrate with us.

Traditionally the name for the night of the 31st October is known as “ All Hallows Eve” the
night before the Christian feast of “All Saints Day” or “All Hallows Day.” The word hallow is
an old English term meaning holy or sanctified, referring to saints or holy people. The
celebrations historically involved a vigil and has evolved into a holiday/party with traditions
like trick or treating , costumes and spooky decorations. The word “Halloween “is a
contracture of “ All Hallows Eve”. The Christian vigil was influenced by earlier Pagan festivals
such as the Celtic festival of Samhain which marked the end of the harvest and the
beginning of winter.

I Flower Festival, weekend of September 14th.

! St Mary’s held a very successful open day and

" flower festival. The stunning flower arrangements
- were created by members of our church, villagers,

and some ladies who had attended a flower

/M arranging day with us. The day was well attended
i - with people enjoying the view from the tower,

having a go at bell ringing, and enjoying the bacon

butties! Thank you to everyone who made this

event such a pleasure to attend .

Viki Whitehead.
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ALWAYS REMEMBER.

Remembrance Day this November marks 80 years since the ending of
WWII. As years have passed and living memories fade, Remembrance
has become less about directly remembering a specific person and more
about honouring a collective memory and the broader sacrifices made
by so many for our current freedoms.

This year, in honour of those who died in world conflicts, Southend Pier
will be transformed into a moving sea of red as thousands of knitted and

crocheted poppies are installed along its full 1.33 mile length. Poppies
on the Pier is set to be the UK’s largest Remembrance art installation,
created entirely from hand-made poppies donated by people from across the world.

Here in Offwell we will display in church, and on the Memorial Gates, the names of those
from our Village who served and died in two world wars and the Falklands War. On the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day the children from Offwell School will stand in silent
remembrance of wars that they cannot fully comprehend but sense the solemnity of the
occasion and the importance of remembering.

At St. Mary’s it is not only November 11" that we take time to remember. Thanks to Jan
Burditt and Marion Hutchinson we now have a prayer and reflection quiet space in church
where we can sit and pray, reflect, and remember the loved ones we have lost. We
remember them every day but sometimes we need to take time out for our own silent
contemplation. On Sunday 2" November, All Souls Day, there will be a special memorial
service for the Faithful Departed where the names of the departed will be read out, and a
candle lit, remembering them in prayer and thanksgiving.

Charlie Mackesy, author of ‘The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse’ has just published
his new book ‘Always Remember’. Charlie lost his ‘lovely Mum’ two years ago and his
beloved dog, Barney, the inspiration for the Mole character, also died. In his new book the
boy asks the horse: “What happens if | lose you?” “We are forever” said the horse, “even if
I’'m not here”. It's not only lost loved ones we need to remember, but also ourselves,
which the boy realises when he thinks he has lost his friends: “I need to remember who |
am; that | am loved, | matter, and | bring to this world things no-one else can.... | think it’s
time to be a friend to myself... to start loving myself.”

A copy of ‘Always Remember’ can be found in St. Mary’s Prayer Corner.

Carol Hayes

Do you fancy bellringing?
There is a friendly, and welcoming, group of bellringers at St. Mary’s Church in Offwell.
When the Widworthy bells are available, the group there will resume too.

It is under the guidance of John Tristram, and he is looking for new recruits. If you would like to
try your hand, please contact him on 01404 831404. or by email on bjtristram@gmail.com.




Lyn Perritt says, Ken Perritt

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the wonderful village of Offwell. The kindness
and support you have shown us both in the time we have lived here and now particularly to
me since Ken’s passing. The number of cards with wonderful messages was quite
overwhelming.

Thank you to everyone for making his funeral ‘so very Ken’. A warm and friendly celebration
of a life well-lived.

He wouldn’t want any sadness, so, true to his wish, we will carry on with many happy
memories and ALWAYS lots of funny stories.

Christmas Cards and Christmas Trees.
CHRISTMAS A

Offwell-themed GREFTINGS ‘\:?’7
Christmas cards are ¢
available again this year,
following a successful
outing last year. Cards

§ will be on sale in the
Church starting in
November at £5 for a
pack of 5.

CHRISTMAS GRFFTINGS

Choose-your-own Christmas Trees are also available this year. They
will be available between 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm on Saturday 30th November and Sunday 7th
December. Hot chocolate will be available too!

At those dates and times, please walk down the village following signs from the Church.
Delivery within Offwell is free and costs £5 to Wilmington and Honiton.
All proceeds go to the St. Mary’s Fabric Fund. (Pictures courtesy of Melanie Jolly.)

Prayer Corner, St. Mary’s.
For those of you who have been able to experience the prayer corner, | hope you
have found stillness. There is now a book available for prayer requests.

Pete Greig, the author of ‘How to Pray’, says: ‘I have come to the conclusion that
most people’s biggest problem with prayer is God. They envisage him scowling, : 7
perpetually disapproving, invariably disappointed and needing to be placated or i /////////
persuaded in prayer.....but Jesus says something completely different’. The true

nature of God can be found in the story of the prodigal son. Luke 15:11-32. Here ‘Jesus assures
us that Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, the Creator of the cosmos, the sustainer of the universe
is...on our side’.

November’s display in church is entitled ‘Adoration’. Come and find out more.

December’s display is about Advent, the preparation time before Christmas.

On Saturday 6" December from 11am to 3pm there will be a Quiet Day for Advent. As well as
looking at the Christmas story, it will explore how the nativity was foretold and the consequences.
Drop in and out at any time. Jan Burditt.




BENEFICE CHURCH SERVICES

ST. MARY’S ST. CUTHBERT’S
DATES OFFWELL WIDWORTHY
5:00 pm
U AT b BB 2 Benefice BCP Evensong for All Souls, at St. Mary's.
All Souls :
Candlelit, to remember those we have lost.
Sun. 9th November 9:30 am
Remembrance Sunday Remembrance Holy Communion at St. Cuthbert’s, Widworthy
10:45 am
Tues 11th November Act of Remembrance,
St. Mary’s Memorial Gates
Sun. 16th November 10.30am 9:30 am
2nd Sunday before Advent Family Service Holy Communion
Sun. 23rd November 10:30 am 9:30 am
Christ the King New Beginnings Service Family Service
Sunday 30th November 4:00 pm
Advent Sunday Benefice Advent Carol Service at St. Cuthbert’s, Widworthy
Sun. 7th December 9:30 am 4:00 pm
Advent 2 Holy Communion Christingle
Sun. 14th December 5:00 pm 9:30 am
Advent 3 Christingle Service Holy Communion
Sun 21st December 6:00 pm 4:00 pm
Advent 4 Carol Service Nine Lessons Carols
Thurs 25th December 10:45 am 9:30 am
Christmas Day Christmas Holy Communion Christmas Holy Communion
Sun 28th December 10:30 am
Christmas 1 Benefice Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Offwell.

@ Refreshments will be served after all our services in St. Mary’s.

Cs

COFFEE MORNING
| S— Thursday 20th November, and Thursday 18th December
o 10:30—12:00
3rd Thursday of every month, in Offwell Sports and Social Club, for all three of our
Benefice Parishes.
This event is for everyone, whether you go to the church or not. You will be made very welcome.




BIBLE READINGS

FIRST
READING

NEW
TESTAMENT

Sun. 2nd November
All Souls

Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18

EPISTLE

Ephesians 1.11-end

Luke 6.20-31

Sun. 9th November

2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,

Remembrance Sunday Job 19.23-27 o Luke 20.27-38
Sun. 16th November
2nd Sunday before Malachi 4.1-2a 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 Luke 21.5-19
Advent
Sun. 23rd November Jeremiah 23.1-6 Colossians 1.11-20 Luke 23.33-43
Christ the King
Sun. 30th November . Matthew
Advent Sunday Isiah 2.1-5 Romans 13.11-14 24.36-44
Sun; 7th December Isiah 11.1-10 Romans 15.4-13 Matthew 3.1-12
Advent 2
S, DS Isiah 35.1-10 James 5.7-10 Matthew 11.2-11
Advent 3
e Isiah 7.10-16 Romans 1.1-7 Matthew 1.18-25
Advent 4
s Sy el Isiah 9.2-7 Titus 2.11-14 Luke 2.1-14
Christmas Day
I 5 DT Isiah 63.7-9 Hebrews 2.10-18 Matthew 2.13-23

Christmas 1

inside the Church door.

£ Donations for the Link £
If you would like to give a donation towards the printing of The Link, please place
your donation in an envelope marked ‘The Link’ and either give it to the person who
delivers your Link, bring it to a service, or post it in the wall safe at St. Mary’s just

The churchwardens say, “Many thanks “.




OFFWELL CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL

As the autumn colours reach their full splendour, with the harvest season at its height and
Christmas on the horizon, this time of year reminds us how much we have to be grateful for.
Here at Offwell C of E Primary School, our vision — “Be Well; Learn Well; Live Well;

Offwell” — underpins everything we do, not only for the education of our children but also
for the flourishing of life within our community.

As part of our Harvest celebrations, we took time to reflect on the many blessings we enjoy
and were overwhelmed by the generosity of donations for both Honiton Food Bank and our
school charity, Urafiki, which supports communities in deprived areas of Kenya.

On November 11™ our school will join with the local community to remember those lost in
conflicts around the world. For young children, who may not have a deep understanding of
such matters, we ask them to think about people they love and things for which they are
thankful. We are always tremendously proud of how well the children behave showing their
awareness of different occasions and the need for respect. As part of our acknowledgement
of Remembrance we have been working on creating a fence of poppies and the children will
have written personal messages on each poppy.

We are also delighted to welcome Rev. Stuart Huntley, who has already met with school
leaders. This is a wonderful opportunity to continue developing our close partnership with St
Mary’s, and we look forward to welcoming him to our Friday Celebration Collective Worship.

Offwell Village Market, 10:00—12:00 3rd Saturday of the Month

Exhibitors and stalls include, on a regular basis: ﬂ
Cleave Farm Pork, selling fresh Pork
Trifford Farm, Widworthy, selling responsibly-raised Beef, Lamb and Chicken. CLEAVE

Maggies’ Bees; Honey and bees wax soaps, Farm Pork
Mrs. K’s Creations; decorative craft gifts and home wares in a variety of mediums

Jean Brazier; Knitted greeting cards and gifts
Little Bread Company; breads and pastries
Lin; made-for-you Devon soap

ainable »
R "¢,
.

o

Rory MaclLeod; plants : "' ‘
Jo Edwards; cards, journals, resin work, paper craft Triffords
Nora; knitted articled, especially Children’s Jumpers Farm

www.triffordsfarm.co.uk

(continued on next page)

Top quality grass-fed meat delivered fo your door




The Farmer's Market on 15th November will launch with a Christmas theme.

Handicrafts, knit wear, table decorations, cards, accessories and ...THE BREAD MAN will be
back .

Trifford Beef and Cleave Farm Pork will be there selling fresh meat and will also be taking
orders for your special cuts of meat for the Christmas table.

The December market (20th December) will be serving mulled wine, and mince pies along
with the usual array of cakes and delicious bacon rolls.

Come along and meet up with others. Coffee, tea and hot chocolate (with cream and
marshmallows!) are all available. You will be most welcome.

More stalls and exhibitors (continued from previous page)
Alison Moore; Jewellery

Helen; cakes

Tracey Moody; Crafts

(editor’s note; my apologies to those I've missed out. But, to everyone, please come along, there’s lots
to see and do)

Village Hall Survey and continuing activities.

Firstly, a big thank you to all those who completed the Offwell Village Hall Survey
earlier in the year. Unfortunately, there was not enough space in the last issue of
The Link to include the results of the survey.

The highlights of the survey show the vast majority of respondents live within a
mile of the village hall, with about 50% visiting the hall on a regular basis, which is
great to see. Everyone knew they could hire the hall, which is reassuring. Of the
improvements that we could make to the hall, the heating received the greatest
number of ‘votes’, closely followed by the décor, sound and kitchen. We are
already in the process of applying for a grant to replace the heating system. Based
on the survey we will look for grants to improve the décor, sound and kitchen.
Respondents of the survey would like to see more of the following: live bands,
interesting talks, quiz nights, along with requests for more activities such as badminton, film nights,
exercise classes, indoor bowls and big breakfasts.
As a committee we will look at all of the results and feedback received with the aim of making changes
and putting on further events.
There were a couple of queries raised about the ‘charity, social club and complex’ as it is unclear. The
Recreation Ground and Village Hall Charity was registered with the charity commission in 1985. The
charity itself owns the complex, i.e. the Village Hall, Social Club, Jubilee Room and the recreation
ground. The Village Hall and Social Club work very closely together, share plans and while there are
separate committees, each has a representative on the other committees to ensure we do what
benefits both.
We are updating our website www.offwellvillagehall.org to show the events that are taking place, the
availability of the hall to make bookings and also for people make donations. Our regular events
include:

Honiton & District Flower Club — every 2" Thursday in the month

Little Starfish Pilates - every Tuesday in the Jubilee Room

Local Market — 3" Saturday in the month in the Village Hall

Sequence Dance — every Tuesday evening in the Village Hall

Mark Norfolk.



http://www.offwellvillagehall.org

What a year we've had!

Quizzes, cream teas and a brilliant fete
Loads of happiness at the gate
Maypoles, owls and bric a brac

Such good fun when we look back

Tug of war and a football team

And more high teas with clotted cream
Farmers Markets with eggs and meat
Plants and crafts and things to eat

We remember some folk who are not with us now
We tip our hat to them and make a bow

Events of the past and those to come

Some have been sad and some have been fun

The Open Church and Flower Show
Record entries this year you know

Harvest Supper and a Party of Light
and a big bonfire for Firework Night

December will come with yule celebrations
Getting together with friends and relations
The only way is up so be of good cheer

Here's to a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year (Editor’s thanks to ‘Anon’)

$°HONITON HEARING CENTRE

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

common |
condition.

+ Hearing Aid Consultations Our team continues to provide our

+ Hearing Aid Repairs "gv::" customers with excellent services for all A @
« Earwax Removal 20 types of hearing related issues. BSHA@‘

* Tinnitus-Assistance Need your hearing aid repaired? Mii

* Hearing Tests We offer warranted repairs to all makes registered N‘
+ Speech Mapping and models of private hearing aids.

Make an appointment onlinevia www.honiton-hearing.co.uk

Calluson 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members




ADVERTISERS
ANDY SPARKS
General Building Work

Lime mortar stonework, patios and

repointing a speciality

No job too small

VAT exempt
Offwell references available

Hedge Cutting —Strimming 079 7237 8601

—Planting - Pruning -
Regular Maintenance

Call : 07729229729

SC JOINERY

All aspects of joinery & carpentry

Mobile: 07725129757

Email: scjoinery@yahoo.co.uk

Facebook: @joinerysc

With many thanks to the advertisers, who help defray some of the printing and distribution
costs.

If you, or anyone you know, would like to advertise in the magazine, could they please send an
email to the Editor at linkparishes@gmail.com.



DIARY DATES

Wed. 29th
October

Fri. 31st October

Tues 11th
November

Wed. 12th
November

Sat. 15th
November

Thur. 20th
November

Thur. 20th
November

Thur. 27th
November

Wed. 3rd
December

Wed. 10th
December

Thur. 18th
December

Thur. 18th
December

Sat. 20th
December

Sun. 21st
December

Offwell Recreation
Ground

St. Mary’s Church

St. Mary’s Church

Offwell

Offwell Village Hall

Honiton Golf Club

Offwell SSC

Offwell Village Hall

St. Mary’s
churchyard

Offwell
Offwell SSC
Honiton Golf Club
Offwell Village Hall

St. Mary’s Church

OFFWELL BONFIRE NIGHT

LIGHT PARTY, 6:00—8:00 pm. Drinks, snacks,
s’mores. All welcome.

REMEMBRANCE DAY Service, at the church’s
Memorial Gates.

OFFWELL LADIES LUNCH CLUB Contact Marian
for details on 01404 831066 or
tuckers@offwell.com

OFFWELL VILLAGE MARKET AND CHRISTMAS
FAIR. 10 a.m. to 12 Noon

MEN’S BREAKFAST 9:30am for 10am
Contact 01404 831924 for more details

BENEFICE COFFEE MORNING 10:30am - 12 noon

Deck the Halls, Wreath and Decorations
Workshop, 6:30 p.m. See note below

NATIVITY AND CHURCHYARD LIGHTS turned on
at 3:30 pm

OFFWELL LADIES LUNCH CLUB Contact Marian
for details, as above.

BENEFICE COFFEE MORNING 10:30am - 12 noon

MEN’S LUNCH, partners invited. 12:30 for 1:00
Contact 01404 831924 for more details

OFFWELL VILLAGE MARKET 10 a.m. to 12 Noon

CAROL SERVICE. All welcome

Deck the Halls, Wreath and Decorations Workshop.

Thursday 27th November, 6:30 for a 7:00 pm start.

Join Offwell PTFA for a festive workshop making Wreaths and Decorations
Cost £30 for a 2-hour session, including refreshments.

Please book via the PTFA email: ptfa@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk

Farway Village Hall Coffee Morning every Wednesday 10am-12.
Bar open every Friday at 7.30pm. See Farway Village Hall on Facebook for more events.

December.

If you would like to have your Group’s dates added in to this Diary Dates section in the January /
February 2026 edition, please send details to the editor at linkparishes@gmail.com, before 17th




