OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 25™ March 2026 AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs J Tristram (Chair), T Norris, D Blackmore,
M Norfolk, P Hopkins

In Attendance: C Holland (Clerk), EDDC ClIr H Parr
Members of Public: 1

ClIr Tristram chaired the meeting. The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council meeting.

OPEN SESSION

Local resident Carl Whitehead was invited to address the meeting to give information on his
background and experience and explain why he wished to join Offwell Parish Council. The Council
voted unanimously to co-opt Carl and the Chair declared him duly elected. Councillor Whitehead
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

COUNCIL BUSINESS

25/125 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA 1972 S.85
(1)
DCC/EDDC CllIr P Arnott; Cllr C Whithear. It was noted that Cllr Whithear’s
resignation was received on 18 March 2026.

25/126 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this agenda
(this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as applicable)
25/127 Minutes of the Meeting held on 18™ February 2026

The minutes as amended were declared a true record of the meeting, proposed by
ClIr Norris, seconded by Clir Whitehead.
25/128 Matters arising from the Minutes
The Clerk reported that Zach Bricknell had completed work on reinstatement of the
hedge which is now majority beech.
25/129 Reports:
a) Police
Nothing to report
b) District and County Councillors
DCC/EDDC Clir P Arnott provided the following report by email:

DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL



February and March have marked a significant moment for Devon. After months of
scrutiny, debate and difficult decisions, the County Council has now agreed its
2026-27 budget. This is our first full budget of the new administration, and it sets a
clear direction: stabilising essential services, repairing what has been neglected, and
investing in the foundations that keep Devon moving. As you’d expect from a budget
of over £2 billion, it has taken a long time to get to this point.

£15 Million Extra for Devon’s Roads

The headline for many residents will rightly be highways.

This year’s budget includes an additional £15 million investment in Devon’s roads,
alongside a commitment to maintain £10 million per year in additional funding over
the following five years. This is a major shift in approach. For too long, highways
funding has been reactive and insufficient, leading to a cycle of patching rather than
repairing.

The extra funding will allow us to move beyond emergency pothole filling and begin
tackling structural deterioration in a more strategic way. That means more
resurfacing, more preventative maintenance, and more drainage work to stop water
destroying road foundations in the first place.

After one of the worst winters on record for storm damage, this investment is both
timely and essential. While it will not fix every problem overnight, it represents a
serious and sustained commitment to improving the condition of Devon’s roads.

A number of meeting have taken place in the last two months seeking to make
progress with a crossing point on the A3052 in Colyford. This is key to achieve
following the sad death of a Colyford resident before Christmas.

Protecting Frontline Services

Despite the continued unfairness of national funding arrangements, we have
delivered a balanced budget that protects frontline services.

Adult social care remains the largest area of council spending, accounting for nearly
half of the total budget. Demand continues to rise, particularly as Devon has one of
the oldest populations in the country. This budget provides stability while work
continues to modernise services in a way that protects dignity and independence.
Children’s services and SEND provision also remain a priority. While financial
pressures are significant, we are committed to improving outcomes and ensuring that
vulnerable children receive the support they need.

There was also significant national news on Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities funding. The Government has confirmed it will write off around 90 per
cent of councils’ historic High Needs deficits, including Devon’s, which had reached
approximately £200 million. It is important to be clear that this deficit did not arise
from local overspending. Councils have a statutory duty to support children with
SEND, and when national funding failed to keep pace with rising demand, local
authorities were required to meet those costs regardless. In effect, councils have been
carrying debt on behalf of central government in order to protect children and
families. This decision is therefore the Government repaying money that should have
been properly funded in the first place. [ welcome both the write off and the stated
commitment to put SEND funding onto a sustainable national footing so that
councils are not placed in this position again.



Importantly, our budget is built around long-term sustainability, with a renewed
focus on rebuilding reserves after years of erosion.

Libraries, Communities and Local Investment

There is additional funding to strengthen library services and develop them as
resilient community hubs, particularly in rural areas. Libraries are so important for
rural communities likes ours, they are warm spaces, digital access points, advice
centres and meeting places. In the National Year of Reading, this investment sends
an important signal about literacy and opportunity. As the consultation has only just
closed, we will have to wait until later in the spring to hear what residents want the
library services to look like in the future, however what is clear is that communities
want these spaces protect. Message received, loud and clear.

Locality budgets are set to continue and expand in the new financial year, with the
allocation opening in April. Each councillor will now have £10,000 to allocate to
community projects, up from £8k last year. These funds may be modest in the
context of the overall council budget, but their impact at parish level can be
transformational.

*%

EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL

Budget Setting

In the final week of February EDDC set a balanced budget for 2026/27 and a
medium-term financial plan for 2027/28 which is sound, though affected by some
recent government reallocation of funds away from districts. The challenge will
come in Local Government Reorganisation is not achieved in May 2028, which is a
possibility given the government’s challenges around LGR. How would a financial
year 2029/30 be budgeted. We shall see

Exmouth Town Hall

EDDC is delighted to have agree a sale of ETH to the excellent Town Council, who
will continue to use it, expand activities to other services, and for the time being rent
out some rooms to EDDC for local operational activities

Waste and Recycling

The longstanding and successful contract with Suez comes to an end in April and a
new Local Authority Trading Company owned by EDDC takes over operations,
retaining most of the existing staff, vehicles etc. The ambition is to offer the
company’s services to other councils and organisations across Devon to grew it as a
profitable business providing an even better service

EDCC Cllr H.Parr provided the following report:

1. At the meeting on Weds 25 Feb, the Council approved the Budget as per Cabinet
Recommendation-

Council Tax requirement for this Council £11,629,564 resulting in a Council
Tax Band D amount of £176.92

For the full report see-
https://democracy.castdevon.gov.uk/documents/s30110/Council%2025%20Feb%202
6%20Council%20Tax%20Resolution%202026_27%20new%20committee%20forma
t%20templatel.pdf




25/130

25/131

The Schedule of CT by parish, showing parish precepts may be of interest-
https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/s30106/202627%20Schedule%201.p
df

2. Marlcombe- East Devon District Council and Devon County Council are
challenging the government’s decision not to select Marlcombe for the next phase of
the national New Towns programme.

The District Council Leader, Cllr Arott, and the Planning Portfolio Holder, Clir
Olive, have stated that the council is committed to delivering an infrastructure-first
new community despite “frustrating” Government decision.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government launched its
consultations on the proposals today.

¢) Clerk
The Clerk reported that she has now completed all booked DALC courses.
d) Highways Matters
1) 20mph
Nothing to report
2) A35
Nothing to report. Awaiting response from National Highways.
3) Other Highways matters
The continuing closure of the A30 at Rawridge Hill was noted.
e) Footpaths Report
Clerk to notify DCC of broken sign by school for Widworthy and Cotleigh.
f) Defibrillator
Nothing to report
g) Neighbourhood Watch
The possibility of conducting a survey to see if there was current interest in the
scheme was discussed. It was suggested that an information table could be set up
for the Annual Parish Meeting and residents be encouraged to contact Cllr
Whitehead directly about it.
h) BT Digital Migration
An online meeting has been arranged with xx
i) Any Other Reports
ClIr Norfolk gave a brief update on the village hall, including recent grant
applications for flooring, a hearing loop and decoration and recent events held at
the hall.
Correspondence
1) Richard Foord MP’s online petition was noted.
2) The information on Devon Community Emergency Hubs was noted.

Governance
1) Clerk to amend the IT policy according to comments received from Cllrs for
approval at the next meeting. The Data Protection and Website policies to be



2)

3)
4)

25/132 Finance

amended according to decisions made on new website. The Clerk to source an
alternative example of a suitable Risk Management policy.

Following a discussion about Data Protection it was decided that the email
database being managed by a resident from the council’s domain should be
deleted. The Clerk to manage the deletion and ensure no records are retained.
Clerk to provide copy of Liability Insurance to Clir Norfolk.

Four options with costings for a new website to bring the Council in line with
updated guidelines were considered. It was decided to sign up for the option for
which the Clerk had created a draft version. This represents a substantial monthly
saving to the Council as well as allowing the Clerk to upload documents directly.
It will be fully compliant with GDPR and WCAG accessibility, with ongoing
changes to ensure it is always compliant. Proposed by Cllr Tristram, seconded by
ClIr Norris with all in favour.

The asset register was reviewed with no changes to note ready for consideration
of the AGAR.

Ideas to increase community engagement for the Annual Parish Meeting were
discussed.

a) Current Financial Position:
The Clerk reported that the balance at 9™ March 2026 for the current account was
£4,191.28 and at 17" February 2026 for the CIL account was £3,086.82.

b) Expenditure to be ratified

None

¢) Approve list of Expenditures for which bills have been received
All payments were approved, proposed by Clir Norris, seconded by Cllr Whitehead with
all in favour.
d) Approve creation of regular standing order for payment of Clerk’s salary
Proposed by Cllr Norris, seconded by ClIr Norfolk with all in favour.
25/133 - Planning Applications
It was noted that there were no new applications.
25/134 - Co-option
Completed at the beginning of the meeting.
25/135 - Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Review of policies; Annual Parish Meeting
25/136 - Date and Time of Next Meeting
Wednesday 15" April 2026 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm

Signed:

Date:



