DRAFT

OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 16" APRIL 2025 AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore
& M. Norfolk
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk),

Members of Public: 0

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

24/095

24/096

24/097

24/098

24/099

OPEN SESSION

None

COUNCIL BUSINESS

To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
Cllr. P. Hopkins, EDDC Cllrs. H. Parr & P. Arnott, DCC M. Hartnell

To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19t March 2025
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris,
seconded by ClIr. Norfolk all in favour.
Matters arising from the Minutes
None
Reports:
a) Police

None
b) District and County Councillors

None
c) Clerk

None
d) Highways Matters

1) 20mph

None



e)

f)

9)

h)

)

2) A35
None
3) Other Highways matters
a) Gully drains
The Clerk had reported the two blocked drains on Ramsden Lane near the
entrance to Offwell House
b) Colwell Fingerpost & signpost by telephone box
The Clerk reported that Devon highways had advised the sites have been
inspected and an order raised to replace the signs subject to funding.
c) Traffic Speed along Tower Road
d) NO HGV signs below the Chicken Farm
e) Edge of the road curtilage by Kenhill
The Clerk advised that DCC CllIr. M. Hartnell and Steve Kelly, the
Highways Officer had been due to meet yesterday with Cllrs. Tristram,
Norris and the Clerk to discuss items c¢,d and e. The site meeting has been
postponed to the 25" April.
Cllr. Tristram advised that there was a problem with water on the road by
Eastleigh Farm and that they would also look at that issue in addition to the
other 3 issues.
Footpaths Report
Collapsed Walkway near West Colwell — footpath 22
Cllr. Tristram said that the boardwalk had now completely disintegrated and that
he had reported it online to the Devon PROW.
Defibrillator
None
Broadband Coverage in parish.
Cllr Norris reported that he had now spoken to the Northleigh resident who dealt
with Open Reach and formed the Fibre Community partnership to secure the
broadband installation for Northleigh. It appeared that the voucher scheme which
the Government had only reintroduced for Devon had now been withdrawn due to
oversubscription by other Parish and Town Councils in Devon. He would speak to
Open reach to find out more information and details of the Fibre Community
Partnership scheme so that we can establish the groundwork and demand from
Parishioners who are prepared to participate, so that we are in a position to move
forward immediately and make a submission using the vouchers as soon as the
voucher scheme is reintroduced.
BT Digital Voice
None.
Neighbourhood Watch
None
Any Other Reports
Mark Norfolk, the Chair of ORG/VHC reported that many improvements had been
completed, namely the extra solar panels together with the battery storage system,
broadband, wifi, and that they would shortly be seeking grants for improvemts to
the heating, lighting. insulation, the kitchens hearing loop, acoustics, doors,
windows, decor etc.



24/0100
a)

b)

c)

d)

24/0101

24/0102

He advised that a market event with many local stalls would now be held in the
Village Hall on the third Saturday.

Correspondence

Changes to Devon's Bus Services from 20th April 2025

Noted

Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation

The Clerk had forwarded to all Councillors the report from EDDC.

Notification of South West Water Roadworks on Tower road from near the A35
junction to Copper Beeches to take place between 07/07/2025 to 11/07/2025.
Noted

Letter of support to grant funding application for St. Mary's re-ordering

The Clerk had forwarded copy of an email received from Caril Hayes asking that the
Parish Council issue a letter supporting the St Mary’s Church grant funding application
for the proposed re-ordering of the Church. Cllr. Norris proposed that the Parish
Council issue a letter of support, seconded by Clir. Blackmore, all in favour.

DCC Elections — 1%t May 2025

The Clerk advised that the notices were displayed in the notice boards and on the
Website. There were five candidates. DCC Cllr. Hartnell was not standing for
re-election.

Finance

a)

b)

c)

Current Financial Position

The Clerk reported that there is £6,801.16 in the general account and £3,133.57 in
the CIL account.

Expenditure to be ratified

None
Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received

1) Payments to A. Jenkins & PAYE for the Clerk’s salary for the month of April 2025 (29-

03-2025 to 26-04-2025) based on the gross salary of £313.20

2) Payment of £190.89 to Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC)

for the 2025/26 DALC & NALC Membership/Affiliation Fees.
Payments proposed by ClIr. Norfolk, seconded by Cllr. Blackmore, all in favour

Planning Applications

a)

b)

d)

25/0471/MFUL - Northcombe Farm Offwell Devon EX14 9SP

Demolition of existing poultry shed and erection of replacement livestock shed

Cllr. Tristram proposed that the Council support this application, seconded by ClIr.
Blackmore, all in favour.

25/0701/FUL - Five Oaks Offwell Devon EX14 9SA

Single storey garden sauna cabin located on the same footprint as the existing greenhouse.
Cllr. Blackmore proposed that the Council support this application, seconded by Cllr.
Norfolk, all in favour.

25/0689/FUL - Pamsden Offwell Honiton EX14 9RR

Repair and reinstate property following impact damage

Nothing to report

24/2059/FUL - Windmill Garage Offwell Honiton EX14 9RP

Proposed redevelopment of existing petrol filling station including new kiosk/shop,
forecourt pumps, canopies, hardstanding and drainage, underground tanks, jet wash bays,
EV charging bays, drainage and parking.



24/0103

24/0104

24/0105
24/0106

Nothing to report
e) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down
Lane Honiton
Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works
Nothing to report
Parish Online Mapping
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had not renewed the subscription two years
ago for the Parish Online mapping software and recommended that the Parish Council
resubscribe as the mapping system is an extremely useful resource for the Parish
Council and for his work as the Clerk. He said that many Parish and Town Councils
use this mapping service. The Annual cost is £60.00.
Cllr. Norris proposed that the Council subscribe for a year to assess it’s usefulness,
seconded by Cllr. Blackmore, all in favour.
80th anniversary of VE Day — Victory in Europe — 5th May 2025
ClIr. Norfolk advised that the plans for the commemorative event were well advanced
which would include a display of old WW2 military vehicles. Tickets for the event
were still available.
Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Date and Time of Next Meeting
Annual Parish Council Meeting at 7.00pm 215 May 2025
Followed by the Annual Parish meeting at 8.15pm

The meeting closed at 8.40pm



