OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 10" DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore, P. Hopkins
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk)

Members of Public: 1]

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting
He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

25/91
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25/94
25/95

OPEN SESSION

None

COUNCIL BUSINESS

To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
Cllr. M. Norfolk, Cllr. C. Whithear, EDDC Cllr. H. Parr
To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19" November 2025
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by
Cllr.Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour.
Matters arising from the Minutes - None
Reports:
a) Clerk vacancy
Cllr. Tristram said that the interview panel had before the meeting interviewed
Caroline Holland for the vacant Clerk’s position and had decided
to appoint her. She had accepted the appointment and would officially take over as
Clerk following the January meeting on Wednesday the 14" January.



b)

d)

Caroline will attend that meeting and take the minutes but Adrian will remain as
Clerk up to and for the duration of the meeting until it closes.

Police
The Clerk reported that he had been advised that two garden sheds belonging to
properties near the Church had been broken into recently.
He advised that PCSO England had emailed all the 15 Parish councils in his area
to say that he had been tasked with trying to arrange for him to attend all 15
meetings within the first 3 months of 2026. Moving forward he hopes to attend at
least 3 meetings of a parish council in the year.
He was also hoping to put together a newsletter which he hopes to get out on a
regular basis.
The Clerk to send him the dates of the parish council meetings for 2026.
District and County Councillors
None
Clerk
New offwellparishcouncil.gov.uk domain and .gov.uk email account for the
Clerk
The Clerk advised that the .gov.uk domain and the associated .gov.uk Clerk’s
email account had been set up by Parish Online and that he would commence
using that email in the New Year.
Highways Matters
1) 20mph
None
2) A35
The Clerk reported that he had just come across the the Net Zero link for data
on road collisions, high harm routes and road accident clusters. The info is
collated from police recorded data, Devon highways, national highways etc
etc.

It shows that the A35 route through Offwell parish is classified as a high harm
route and also part of it by Tower Cross is classified as an accident cluster
blackspot. This is the only identified accident cluster blackspot along the A35
high harm route from Honiton to Axminster.

The Clerk has forwarded the link to Councillors as he will shortly be retiring
and asks that the Councillors study the data and use it in pursuing a reduction
in the speed limit on the A35 as it passes through Offwell Parish. As they are
aware under the proposed National Highways Scheme for A35 route from
Honiton to Axminster, there are no changes proposed to the speed limits or any
proposed pedestrian crossings for the Offwell section.

He said that this is ridiculous considering that Offwell has more road junctions,
property entrances and entrances to Commercial entrances ( such as to the
Livestock Collection Centre, Honiton Garden Centre, Mount Pleasant
Workshops, Windmill Garage, Grazing Cow, Scrapyard, East Devon Business
Park/Recycling centre than the other parishes along this A35 route and they
already have existing lower speed limits with some to be reduced lower in the
proposals and to also have proposed pedestrian crossings.



25/96

Also many of the Offwell junctions/entrances have very poor visibility splays
and the Offwell bus stop (towards the Axminster direction) is extremely
dangerous.
The Clerk said that he was mentioning all this as he believes that the Parish
Council and the new Clerk need to focus on this matter in the next year and
involve the MP and Paul Arnott as the leader of East Devon and Deputy
Leader of Devon County before LGR becomes a reality and the Road
Transport Department approve the A35 Project in its present format.
He also suggested that the Parish Council consider submitting a Freedom of
Information request to Highways England for sight of their Road Safety Risk
Assessment Report for the Offwell Parish section of the A35.

3) Other Highways matters
Grit bins salt levels check — The Clerk to complete a Survey and report any
issues to Devon Highways.

f) Footpaths Report
None

g) Defibrillator
The Clerk advised that the Defibrillator had recently been deployed but not used. It
had been subsequently checked.

h) Neighbourhood Watch
None

i) Any Other Reports
None

Correspondence

1) Upcoming Road Closures — Water Main Replacement Project — Noted but the
Clerk to request details of the road closure relating to the Offwell Parish section of
Hutgate Road

2) Save the Date Invitation to East Devon Local Plan Webinar - Evening of 16th
December 2025
Noted.

3) Newly published Water Cycle Study set to support ‘sustainable development’
in East Devon
The Clerk to circularise the study to Councillors.

4) Launch of the EDDC Tree Champions' Canopy Cover Growth Scheme
The Clerk suggested that a suitable candidate as the Offwell Tree Champion would
be Andy Bricknell, the owner of a section of Offwell Woods who has a keen
interest in Trees and the Woodlands. Cllr. Tristram proposed that the Parish
Council nominate him for the position, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. The
Clerk to contact him and ask if he would accept the nomination and take on the
role.

5) Free Landmark Tree for your Parish Council or Town from Saving Devon's
Treescapes Noted

6) East Devon Local Plan — 2nd Regulation 19 consultation is now live

Noted

25/97 Finance

a)

Current Financial Position



b)

d)

The Clerk reported that there is £5,192.82 in the general account and £3,103.83 in
the CIL account.
Expenditure to be ratified

None
Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received
1) Payment of £ 258.68 to A Jenkins for December salary
2) Payment of £64.60 to HMRC for PAYE
3) Payment of £180.00 to Offwell Recreation Ground & Village Hall

Charity (ORG&VHC) for Room Hire from July 2025 to December

2025 inclusive.

Payments proposed by Cllr. Tristram, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour
Haycart planting future purchases
The Clerk advised that he is in the process of arranging an account for the Parish
Council with Mole Avon the new owners of Honiton Garden Centre and would
advise further at or before the next meeting.

25/98 Planning Applications

a)

24/0841/FUL - Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down

Lane Honiton

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works

Cllr. Norris updated Councillors on recent responses which had been submitted by
the applicants and the latest consultation response submitted by the EDDC
Ecologist.

25/99 Co-option

None

25/100 2026 Dates of Parish Council meetings

The Clerk had drawn up the following schedule of dates for the 2026 meetings:-

January 14th 2026 July 1512026
February 18th 2026 August — No meeting scheduled at present
March  18th 2026 September 16" 2026
April  15M2026 October  21st 2026
May 20th 2026 November 1812026
June 1712026 December — No meeting scheduled at present

Cllr. Norris proposed that this schedule of dates be accepted, seconded by CllIr.
Hopkins, all in favour.

25/101 Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Colwell signpost & Grit Bins report
Budget/Precept

25/102 Date and Time of Next Meeting

14 January 2026 at 7.30pm
The meeting closed at 8.40pm

Signed J. Tristram Date 14/01/2026



