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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), C. Whithear (Vice Chair),  P. Hopkins, T. Norris  

    & D. Blackmore                                    

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk),  

  

Members of Public:       5 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

OPEN SESSION 

A parishioner spoke on behalf of several other parishioners about their objections and concerns in  

relation to Item 055a – land adjacent Slowpool Offwell. She said that the site is in an AONB area and  

is a very fragile natural landscape. The geography of the site needs to be considered. The field is one  

of 3, all on a steep slope with the ground lying on  greensandwith a number of springs and a stream.  

Just above the fields is a gorge caused by floodwater in recent years and that mud and rocks wash down  

the hill from this deep gorge when there is heavy rain. The water, mud and rocks end up down the hill 

affecting properties and road below. Their concern is how the water run off from the proposed building  

will beanaged so as not exacerbate the flooding problem. The other concerns expressed was about the  

size and use of the building, the risk of pollution to the several drinking wells near the site from  

seepage/run off from any stored fertiliser manure, water run off from the building.  Also concerns about  

the adequacy and safe access to the site from the road.  
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COUNCIL BUSINESS 

24/053 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr.M. Norfolk 

24/054 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

             None 

24/055 Planning Applications 

a) 24/1462/FUL -Land Adjacent Slowpool Offwell 

Erection of a general purpose agricultural building and associated laying of  

hard-core track  

Cllrs, discussed the findings from their site visit and discussions with the applicant  

on the 6th September. The applicant had already agreed to move the proposed  

building to the top of the field at the request of the local residents and that the  

building was to house both fodder for sheep and lambing. It was to be used for the 

approx. 100 sheep which she would be keeping at Slowpool. They had discussed a 

number of matters with her including how the water run off from the building into  

the ditch at the top of the field could be managed to controlled through water  

harvesting and use of an attenuation tank/soakaway.  

 

Cllr. Norris proposed that the Parish Council not object to the planning application  

subject to East Devon planning clarifying and giving due consideration to the  

following concerns and if they deem it necessary requesting further detailed  

information / reports from the applicant in respect of these concerns:- 

1) Alleviation of the visual impact of the building by extending the green cladding  

on all sides of the building up to the roofline and screening by planting of a hedge  

and trees. 

 

2) Suitable planned and agreed measures /conditions are put in place to mitigate any 

issues relating to rain water runoff from the roof of the building and to control the  

outflow of this water into the ditch. An adequately sized attenuation tank designed  

to deal with and manage the flow of the water to be installed in order that the roof 

water can be gradually released in a controlled manner to a soakaway and into the 

ditch. 

 

3) That the geography of the site is taken into consideration. The field is on a steep  

    slope. Just above the top of the three fields is a gorge which has been caused by    

   floodwater. The attached photos illustrate the extent depth, width and length of this     

   gorge and the water, mud, rocks washed down. Following periods of heavy rain the  

   Offwell Brook has flooded onto the road as shown on the attached photographs. 

 

4) A number of the nearby properties have private drinking water wells (as shown  

on the attached photo) supplying their domestic water supply and residents have 

expressed concerns about the pollution risk from water run off from the building 

      affecting their water supply. 
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5) That the proposed hardcore track to the building is properly engineered and built  

     to an agreed specification. 

 

6) That the entrance gate to the hardcore track is moved back 7 metres as a  

minimum. 

 

and to submit the 9 photographs which illustrated the matters of concern. 

 

Seconded by Cllr. Tristram, all in favour. 

 

b) 24/1718/FUL - Glanville Farm Offwell Devon EX14 9ST 

Earth lined slurry lagoon with security perimeter fence 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Parish Council support this application, seconded by  

Cllr. Norris, all in favour.  

 

24/056 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

                        Wednesday 23rd October 2024 at 7.30pm 

 

 

                                The meeting closed at 8.15pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed       C. Whithear                               Date  23/10/2024 


