OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 17" JULY 2024 AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), C. Whithear (Vice Chair), T. Norris
& D. Blackmore
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk),

Members of Public: 0

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting
He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

OPEN SESSION

No matters raised.

24/033

24/034

24/035

24/036

COUNCIL BUSINESS

To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA

1972 S.85 (1))
Cllr. P Hopkins, Clir. M. Norfolk, DCC Clir. M. Hartnell, EDDC ClIrs. H. Parr & P.
Arnott
To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19t June 2024
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr.
Whithear, seconded by CllIr. Tristram, all in favour.
Matters arising from the Minutes
Cllr. Tristram reported that he had attended of the Local Plan Member Working Group
for the discussion forum on site allocations to be considered in the Local Plan for the
Coly Valley Ward which includes Offwell Parish. He understood that EDDC would be
issuing notes/minutes of the meeting in due course.
The Clerk reported that he had received the following reply from Connecting Devon &
Somerset (CDS) in response to his request for a representative to attend a Parish to give



24/037

an update on the broadband provision to the parish. They had replied stating that
Airband is under contract with Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) to provide
gigabit-capable broadband to this area. It is therefore deeply disappointing that the
company has put the work on hold and completion has been so delayed.
CDS is not alone in experiencing this and Airband is not the only company with delays
to its network build. There are well-evidenced challenges affecting local and central
Government contracts showing that costs of delivery in predominantly rural areas have
escalated with the result that many alt-net providers and their investors are refocusing
efforts on increasing take-up on their existing networks rather than network expansion.
In the case of Airband, the company is responding to these conditions with a
restructuring of the business and seeking to maximise its sales income. CDS is in
communication with Airband about the factual position regarding the company and
investor’s plans in relation to the CDS Programme and contractual obligations. We are
also seeking clarity from Building Digital UK regarding the scale, scope and final
number of Project Gigabit contracts covering Devon and Somerset.
Councillors discussed the matter of the broadband provision and Cllr. Norris and the
Clerk undertook to investigate the matter and report back at the next meeting.
Reports:
a) Police
The Clerk advised that he had recently spoken to Inspector Grey about officers
attending the Parish Council meetings. The Inspector had confirmed that an officer
should be attending every 3 or 4 months and to let him know if no one attends in
the next two or 3 months.
Following that conversation the Clerk had received an email from PCSO England
that he intended to attend this meeting if there was no police call out. He has not
been able to attend.
b) District and County Councillors
EDDC CllIr. Arnott had emailed his report which had been circulated to all
Councillors.
No reports had been received from EDDC Clir Parr or DCC CllIr. Hartnell
c) Clerk
None
d) Highways Matters
1) 20mph
The Clerk advised that DCC had not yet announced the successful applicants
for the latest Trenche.
2) A35
None
3) Other Highways matters
Cllr. Tristram advised that he had reported the matter of the bad state of the
lane (West Colwell farm to Northcombe Road) to the Highways Officer and
DCC Cllr. Hartnell.
Cllr. Tristram advised that he had reported concerns about the state of the road
at Kenhill Stephen, Some work was carried out recently to extend the concrete
‘gutter' with the aim of preventing the collapse of the roadway as the material
under the tarmac has been scoured away by water channelled from higher
ground onto the road. When there is heavy rain the result will be that the water



24/038

24/039

is merely channelled a little further, and that the disintegration of the bank at
the edge of the road will continue.
The owner of 'Kenhill' is concerned by thr deterioration of this bank and the
danger posed by an unprotected 15 foot drop from the road level onto his land,
which is also being continuously eroded by water from the 'gutter.
Cllr. Tristram had reported the matter to the Highways officer and DCC cllr.
Hartnell and requested they arrange a site meeting with him and the Kenbhill
owner to outline any plans they may have to improve the situation? Ata
minimum Cllr. Tristram would expect that a steel fence should be erected to
prevent vehicles or people falling over the edge.
e) Footpaths Report
Cllr. Tristram advised that the finger post by Bagwells Cottage needed replacing
and that he would report the matter to the PROW Officer.
f) Any Other Reports
None
Correspondence
The Clerk advised that he had today received letters from Cllrs Pepper and Welch-
Thornton tending their resignations due to work commitments. The Clerk to advise and
issue the formal notification to EDDC.

Finance

a) Current Financial Position
The Clerk reported that there is £3,495.02 in the general account and £3,137.82 in
the CIL account.

b) Expenditure to be ratified

None
c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received
1) Payment to A.Jenkins of £278.36 for the Clerk’s net salary after tax/NIC deduction for
the month of June 2024 (29/06/2024 to 27/07/2024)
2) Payment to HMRC of £69.40 for PAYE
3) Payment of £508.99 to Lawson Computer Repair Ltd for the Council new Lenovo laptop
4) Payment of £150.00 to TRIP to replace cheque number 987 which had been mislaid in
the post and not cashed.
Payments proposed by ClIr. Whithear, seconded by Cllir. Norris. All in favour
d) To review the Internal Auditors report in respect of the 2023-2024 Annual
Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).
The Clerk reported that the accounts for the year 2023/24 had now been finalised
and the internal audit completed.
Cllr. Tristram presented the annual internal audit report to Councillors. The Clerk
advised that assertion M had been answered ‘NO’ as in the 2022-23 year the
exercise of public rights did not include the first 10 days of July.
Councillors noted the report. Cllr. Norris proposed acceptance of the Internal
Auditors Report, seconded by Cllr. Whithear, all in favour
e) To consider, and if thought fit, approve and sign the Annual Governance
Statement Section ONE of the 2023-2024 AGAR (Version 2, with exemption)
Councillors reviewed the system of internal control prior to completing the Annual
Governance Statement. Clir. Whithear proposed approval of the Annual



Governance Statement, seconded by Clir. Blackmore, all in favour. The Chair and
Clerk signed the Statement.
f) To consider, and if thought fit, approve and sign the Annual Accounting
Statements Section TWO of the 2023-24 AGAR (Version 2, with exemption)
The Chair then presented to Councillors the signed and dated Accounting
Statements for the year 2023-24 and the Clerk explained the accounts. Councillors
considered the accounting statements. Cllr. Blackmore proposed approval of the
Accounting Statements, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. The Chair signed
the Statement.
g) To consider the proposal that Offwell Parish Council seeks exemption from
the External Auditing of its 2023-24 accounts as per the regulations for AGAR
Version 2.
Cllr. Norris proposed the Council certifying itself as exempt from the limited
assurance review, seconded by Clir. Whithear, all in favour. The Chair and Clerk
signed the Certificate of Exemption. The Clerk to submit the Certificate to the
external auditors.
g) To consider and set the dates for the Period of Exercising of Public Rights
The Clerk suggested adopting the dates of Friday 19" July 2024 to Friday 30th August
2024. Councillor Whithear proposed setting these as the dates, seconded by ClIr
Blackmore, all in favour.
24/040  Planning Applications
a) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down
Lane Honiton
Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works.
Cllr. Norris updated Council on the recently submitted consultee comments.
24/030 Replacement Laptop
The Clerk advised that the replacement laptop had been supplied and the Council files
had been loaded on.
24/031 Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Broadband provision
24/032 Date and Time of Next Meeting
Wednesday 21% August 2024

The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed J. Tristramv Date 04/09/2024



