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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 18th JUNE AT 7.00PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, C. Whithear, P. Hopkins, 

    & D. Blackmore                                     

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk),  

  

Members of Public:      0 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

OPEN SESSION  
None 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

25/20 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr. Norfolk 

25/21 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

The Clerk declared an interest in Item 25/28b which relates to a planning application 

for his own property. 

25/22 Cllrs. to sign their Declarations of Acceptance of Office 

All Cllrs. present signed their declarations, witnessed by the Clerk. 

25/23 Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st May 2025 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Hopkins, 

seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

25/24 Matters arising from the Minutes 

The Clerk reported that EDDC approved with conditions the retrospective application 

25/0716/FUL (Land adjacent Slowpool) and also approved with conditions the 

application 25/0860/VAR (Goodman House) 
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25/25 Reports: 

a) Police 

Vehicle, Trailer and Rural Thefts 

No Police report received 

The Clerk advised that the Devon & Cornwall Police Alerts mentioned a number 

of vehicle, trailer and rural thefts taking place across East Devon 

b) District and County Councillors 

No reports received. 

The Clerk had circulated to councillors email from DCC showing who are Devon 

County Council's new Leader, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Members. 

And also a special edition of the DCC 'Connect Me' newsletter informing more 

about the roles, who's who and what they're doing. 

c) Clerk 

None 

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph  

None 

2) A35 

None 

3) Other Highways matters 

None 

e) Footpaths Report 

None 

f) Defibrillator 

None 

g) Broadband Coverage in parish and the Rural Broadband Survey 

Cllr. Norris reported that Carl Whitehead and himself had prepared and delivered 

160 survey questionnaires to 160 properties in the Parish. They had received back 

50 completed questionnaires. Many had complained about the poor broadband 

connection speed, reliability issues, difficulty or impossible downloading 

/streaming together with comments about the Gigaclear/Airband failures to 

proceed with the broad band infrastructure installation for the parish. 

Cllr. Norris said that he had submitted a summary of the survey response to 

EDDC. 

The Clerk advised that EDDC had received over 100 survey response 

contributions. A consultation summary report is currently being created which will 

outline the key findings from the responses. EDDC will then pass the findings to local 

MPs and the relevant government ministers and keep responders updated. 

Councillors thanked Cllr. Norris and Carl Whitehead for the their work in conducting 

the survey. 

h) BT Digital Voice 

Reported that more parishioners had been changed over to Digital Voice 

i) Neighbourhood Watch 

None 

j) Any Other Reports 

None 
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25/26 Correspondence 

a) Saving Devon’s Treescapes project annual fruit tree giveaway 

Noted 

b) South Western Ambulance Charity Appeal Request 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Parish Council support the Charity’s fundraising appeal 

to buy, covert and equip a second Community Response Vehicle (CRV) dedicated for 

use by the Charity’s volunteer Community First responders in North & East Devon. 

She proposed that the Parish Council make a donation of £100, seconded by Cllr. 

Blackmore, the majority in favour. 

c) Devon Air Ambulance Trust Charity Appeal Request 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Parish Council support the Charity’s fundraising appeal 

helping it to respond swiftly to emergencies, to keep their helicopters and Critical Care 

Cars fully equipped,  to maintain a full-service roster to keep all shifts fully covered, and 

support their highly trained crew who work tirelessly to save lives. 

She proposed that the Parish Council make a donation of £100, seconded by Cllr. 

Blackmore, the majority in favour. 

25/27 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £5,132.10 in the general account and £3,125.07 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 

c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received  

1) Payment of £250.60 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of June 2025 (31-

05-2025 to 28-06-2025)  

2) Payment of £62.60 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of June 2025 

3) Payment of £180.00 to Offwell Recreation Ground and Village Hall Charity for 6 months 

room hire Jan to June 2025 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Whithear, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

 

25/28 Planning Applications 

a) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works. 

Cllr. Norris advised that the applicants had submitted 21 new documents and a further 

consultee comment had been submitted. He gave a brief summary of what these relate 

to. 

The Clerk said that there is also another planning application 25/0003/EIA which relates 

to 24/0841.This is the EIA Screening for 24/0841/MFUL An Environmental Impact 

Assessment which is a formal process used to evaluate the potential environmental 

consequences of a proposed development. The aim is to ensure that the decision makers 

for the planning application consider environmental factors before the granting of any 

planning permission. It is a requirement for certain developments under the Town and 

Country Regulations 2017.  

The Clerk had spoken to the Planning Officer who had said that this screening is based 

on the relevant environmental documents and reports which had already been submitted 
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and which were on the main planning application. Planning were not seeking any 

comments from the Parish Council in respect of the EIA screening as they were already 

aware of any environmental concerns that the Parish Council has from it’s previously 

submitted comments which are noted on the main file. 

b) 25/1021/CPE - Tower View Fruit Farm Offwell EX14 9RW 

Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of Tower View Fruit Farm as a 

dwelling having been continuously occupied in excess of ten years in breach of the 

agricultural occupancy condition. 

Cllrs noted the application which had been submitted but felt they were unable to  

make any comment as it was a matter for EDDC to make a legal decision based on  

the evidentiary legal statements which had been submitted by the applicants. 

25/29 Co-option 

Deferred to next meeting 

25/30 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

None 

25/31 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

16th July 2025 but the Clerk advised that it is possible that the date may be changed. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 

 

Signed      J TRISTRAM                   Date   30/7/2025 
 

 

 


