OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 19" FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore
& P. Hopkins
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC CllIr. H. Parr, PCSO D. England 30017

Members of Public: 1

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

OPEN SESSION

None

COUNCIL BUSINESS

24/075  To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
Cllrs. Whithear & Norfolk
24/076  To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
24/077 Minutes of the Meeting held on 15™ January 2025
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllir. Hopkins,
seconded by ClIr. Norris, all in favour.
24/078  Matters arising from the Minutes
None
24/079 Reports:
a) Police
1. Police attendance at Council Meetings
2. Recent burglaries and suspicious persons and activity in the parish
PCSO England attended the meeting and gave an update of the criminal
activity in the local East Devon area and the measures being taken by the
Police. He advised that there had been a spate of burglaries throughout the area
where Jewellery, Silver and Gold items in particular had been stolen and that
this may be linked to persons going door to door asking householders if they



had any such items they wished to sell off. He said that householders need to
be wary of such people and be vigilant as some of the burglaries had even
occurred in the middle of the day in busy towns.
He said that PCSOs’ and Officers had been issued with PDA devices so that
they can themselves now issue Alerts to immediately go out on the Devon and
Cornwall Alerts and recommended that everyone sign up to this service. Also
there was a facebook page for East Devon Rural Police.
He also spoke about various crime protection measures for householders and
farmers.
He said that the Police wish to improve the connectivity and engagement with
Parish Councils and that his aim is to attend a few of our Parish Council
Meetings periodically during the year. He said that if the Council has any
specific matter they wish to discuss to contact him.
Cllr. Tristam thanked him for attending.
With regard to the matter of EDDC CllIr. Arnott asking the EDDC cabinet
member who sits on the PCC scrutiny committee to directly request an agenda
item for the next PCC scrutiny committee meeting. The Clerk advised that he
had requested an update from Clir. Arnott but understood the agenda had not
been issued.
3. Neighbourhood Watch
Carl Whithead (the new Coordinator) said that he had obtained a supply of
Neighbourhood watch stickers and would distribute these to properties in the
Parish.
b) District and County Councillors
EDDC CllIr. Parr advised that there was still a lot of discussion going on about the
various alternative ways that the Councils in Devon may reorganise. DCC had
however decided to go ahead with their Council elections in May 2025. She also
advised that the EDDC Local Plan consultation was still ongoing.
c) Clerk
1. Beech tree hedge & Electricity Sub Station works
The Clerk reported that the hedge had been replanted with hedging plants rather
than beech as previously but Councillors agreed this was acceptable.
He said that following discussions with the sub station technician, National
Grid had offered an exgratia payment of £300 for the disruption caused and that
this amount had been received by the Parish Council. The Clerk suggested that
the £300 be retained and allocated for any future maintenance work on the
hedge in the coming years. Cllr. Tristram proposed that this suggestion be
adopted, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour.
d) Highways Matters
1) 20mph
Nothing to report
2) A35
Nothing to report



e)
f)

9)

3) Other Highways matters
a) Gully drains
The Clerk advised that he had reported the two blocked gully drains on the
lane by Sweethayes to Devon Highways. He asked Councillors to report
any blocked gully drains to Devon Highways using their online ‘report a
problem’ or to himself.
b) Grit Bins
The Clerk advised that the grit bin by the entrance to Offwell House had
been refilled. He asked Councillors to report any empty grit bins to Devon
Highways online or to himself.
c) Colwell Fingerpost & signpost by telephone box
The Clerk advised that he had reported these two damaged signs to Devon
Highways
d) Traffic Speed along Tower Road
See below
e) NO HGV signs below the Chicken Farm
See below
f) Edge of the road curtilage by Kenhill
The Clerk reported that he had written to S. Kelly, the Highways Officer
and DCC CllIr. Hartnell to request a site meeting with the Chair, ClIr.
Norris and the Clerk to discuss Items d, e and f above.
Footpaths Report
None
Defibrillator
Nothing further to report other than the new battery was awaited and that the
VETS training awareness had been arranged.
Broadband Coverage in parish
Cllr. Norris had produced a detailed spreadsheet on the Broadband Coverage
throughout Offwell Parish, which he had circulated to all Councillors.

Rather than look at what type of coverage is available throughout the parish, He
delved in a bit further to see what the maximum available speed, both download
and upload. This is the maximum speeds available according to Ofcom and does
not mean that people will get the speeds listed and most probably less.

There are 3 types of service available;

Ultrafast means Fibre to the Home

Superfast means Fibre to the Cabinet and then Copper to the Home. Speed will
depend how far a premises is away from the cabinet.

Standard means Copper wire to the Home.

He has met with Carl Whitehead who is helping with BT's Digital Switchover and
given him a copy of the spreadsheet.

One gave one example of a property where Ofcom says Download Speed 7Mbps,
Upload 1Mbps. In practice they barely get 1 Mbps Download and low kbps
Upload. In other words Digital Switchover won't work as it uses Voice Over IP
(VOIP).

He understood that the MP and DCC were pressing the Government to reintroduce
the broadband vouchers scheme for Devon parishes and this would then enable



24/080

a)

b)

Offwell to consider following what Northleigh had done in in getting Broadband
coverage using the vouchers to finance the works.
Hopefully the vouchers will be reintroduced in the next few weeks.

Cllr. Tristram thanked him the for the considerable amount of work he had done in

researching the matter and compiling the spreadsheet.
h) BT Digital Voice
Carl Whitehead said that an article he had written on the matter had been put on
the Home Page of the Village website and also in the last edition of the Link. He
said that if any parishioners were concerned or needed any advice on the matter,
they were welcome to contact him.
i) Any Other Reports
The Clerk advised that Mark Norfolk, the Chair of ORG/VHC had reported that
the ORG/VHC was now up and running and that this incorporated an online
booking system for anyone wishing to book the hall or other facilities.
Their AGM had been held on the 12th February, only 1 member of the public
attended.
The Solar Panels and Battery installation starts on 11th March
The ORG/VHC committee’s key priorities are:
1) Heating
2) Kitchen
3) Toilets
4) Broadband
5) Hearing loop & sound system
Some will require grants, therefore will not be a 'quick fix'. They are also
looking at insulation, acoustics, doors, windows, decor etc so there is a lot to do
over the next few years.
Correspondence
VE Day 80" Anniversary
The Clerk advised that the Bank Holiday Monday on 5th May has been officially

dedicated as a day for community celebrations to commemorate the 80th anniversary of

VE day. He had been advised that Lynn Whithear is leading the plans for an Afternoon
Tea/Cream Tea to be held in the village hall on that day and that the Village Hall has
been booked for the event. He also understands that there will also be a display in St.
Mary’s Church to commemorate VEDay 80.

Membury Parish Council — Family Farms & IHT

The Clerk had circulated the letter and submitted document. Cllr. Tristram proposed
that the Parish Council send a letter of support on the matter to Membury Parish
Council, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, the majority in favour.

Fire Service Consultation — Automatic Fire Alarms

Noted

Regulation 19 consultation on the emerging new Local Plan for East Devon
Noted

The Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) 2025/26 - membership fee
abolished

Cllr. Blackmore proposed that the Parish council join as a member, seconded by Cllr.
Hopkins. The Clerk to write to the BHPN.



f) Blackdown Hills National Landscape Management Plan Consultation
Noted

24/081  Finance

a) Current Financial Position
The Clerk reported that there is £2,975.49 in the general account and £3,137.82 in
the CIL account.
He advised that EDDC are unable to confirm whether there will be any CIL monies
due from the 2 new houses under construction in the village as they may have
applied for self build exemption and EDDC determine on this following completion
of the builds in accordance with the Government CIL legislation.

b) Expenditure to be ratified

None
c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received
1) Payment of £313.30 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of February
2025 (25-01-2025 to 01-03-2025)
2) Payment of £78.20 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of January 2025
Payments proposed by ClIr. Norris, seconded by Cllr. Tristram, All in favour
24/082  Planning Applications
a) 25/0018/CPE - Copper Beeches Tower Cross Offwell EX14 9TN
Certificate of existing lawful use for a C3 dwelling in breach of the agricultural
occupancy condition for a continuous period of more than 10 years
Cllrs noted the application which had been submitted but felt they were unable to
make any comment as it was a matter for EDDC to make a legal decision based on
the evidentiary legal statements which had been submitted by the applicants.
b) Matter of buildings erected on Land adjacent Slowpool, Offwell
The Clerk advised that this matter had been referred to EDDC Planning for
them to investigate.
c) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down
Lane Honiton
Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works.
Nothing to report
d) 24/1941/FUL- The Grazing Cow, Offwell EX14 9RR
General purpose building and extension to staff car-parking area |
ClIr. Norris proposed that the Parish Council had no objection to the revised
plans that had been submitted, seconded by Cllir. Hopkins, all in favour.
24/083  Agenda Items for Next Meeting
None
24/084  Date and Time of Next Meeting
19" March 2025 at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed J. Tristram Date 19/03/2025



