OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 19" MARCH 2025 AT 7.30PM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore
& M. Norfolk
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk),

Members of Public: 0

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

OPEN SESSION

None

COUNCIL BUSINESS

24/085  To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
Cllr. P. Hopkins, EDDC Cllrs. H. Parr & P. Arnott, DCC M. Hartnell
24/086  To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
24/087  Minutes of the Meeting held on 19" February 2025
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr.
Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. Notris, all in favour.
24/088 Matters arising from the Minutes
24/089  Reports:
a) Police
None
b) District and County Councillors
¢) Clerk
None
d) Highways Matters
1) 20mph
None



e)

)

g)

h)

D

2) A3S
None
3) Other Highways matters
a) Gully drains
The Clerk reported that highways had cleared the two blocked gully drains
on the lane by Sweethayes.
Cllr. Norfolk said there was also two blocked drains on Ramsden Lane near
the entrance to Offwell House
b) Colwell Fingerpost & signpost by telephone box
The Clerk reported that Devon highways had advised the sites have been
inspected and an order raised to replace the signs subject to funding.
¢) Traffic Speed along Tower Road
d) NO HGYV signs below the Chicken Farm
e) Edge of the road curtilage by Kenbhill
The Clerk advised that DCC Cllr. M. Hartnell and Steve Kelly, the
Highways Officer had been due to meet yesterday with Cllrs. Tristram,
Norris and the Clerk to discuss items c,d and e. The site meeting has been
postponed to the 25™ April.
Cllr. Tristram advised that there was a problem with water on the road by
Eastleigh Farm and that they would also look at that issue in addition to the
other 3 issues.
Footpaths Report
None
Defibrillator
None
Broadband Coverage in parish.
Cllr. Norris advised that the government had reintroduced the broadband vouchers
scheme for Devon and that it was possible to apply to use the vouchers in 3
different methods to set up a Fibre Community partnership with a broadband
network Company. Northleigh had used one of these methods and worked with
Open Reach to install their broadband coverage.
He said that it needed further investigation and was hoping to meet with the
Northleigh resident who had dealt with Open Reach and seek his advice as to the
best way forward.
The Clerk suggested that a sub committee then be formed to take the matter
further.
BT Digital Voice
None. Carl whitehead had submitted his apologies for not being able to attend and
report on this item and the following item.
Neighbourhood Watch
None
Any Other Reports
Mark Norfolk, the Chair of ORG/VHC reported that the last few months had very
busy and that many improvements had been completed, namely the extra solar
panels together with the battery storage system, broadband. the kitchens repainted,
the Field has been chain harrowed and the play items been repaired.



24/090

24/091

24/092

a)

b)

improvements
Correspondence
Blackdown Hills National Landscape Management Plan Consultation
Noted
Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation
Noted
Finance
a) Current Financial Position
The Clerk reported that there is £2,920.41 in the general account and £3,137.82 in
the CIL account.
b) Expenditure to be ratified
None
¢) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received
1) Payment of £250.60 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of March 2025
(01-03-2025 to 29-03-2025)
2) Payment of £62.60 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of March 2025
3) Payment of £357.00 to The Community Heartbeat Trust (Solutions) Ltd for the new
Defibrillator battery
Payments proposed by Cllr. Norris, seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour
Planning Applications
a) Matter of buildings erected on Land adjacent Slowpool, Offwell
The Clerk reported that the EDDC Planning Enforcement Officer had contacted him
saying that he had been to the site and advised the owners to submit a retrospective
planning application.
b) 24/2059/FUL - Windmill Garage Offwell Honiton EX14 9RP
Proposed redevelopment of existing petrol filling station including new kiosk/shop,
forecourt pumps, canopies, hardstanding and drainage, underground tanks, jet
wash bays, EV charging bays, drainage and parking.
Cllr. Norfolk proposed that the Parish Council support the application, seconded by ClIr.
Blackmore, all in favour.
¢) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down

The new website with it’s online booking system had been well received with
many complimentary comments and was being well used.

There was still much work to do to mprove the heating, lighting. insulation, the
kitchens hearing loop, acoustics, doors, windows, decor etc. The Committee was
applying for a number of grants seeking monies to carry out these many

Lane Honiton

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works.

Cllr. Norris proposed that the Parish Council submits the following response to °
Planning:-

Offwell Parish Council notes the 14 new documents supplied in relation to
Planning Application 24/0841/MFUL

Having reviewed all the documents, the Parish Council resolved on the 19th March
2025 that it sees no reason to change our objection submitted on 23 May 2024
including the Detailed Critique of the Transport Statement.



24/093

24/094

Signed

The Parish Council would also like to add the following additional comments;

1. We note that DCC Flood Risk SuDS Consultation still objects

2. We disagree with the statement in Honiton YFC ALC Report Executive
Summary that the site is not prone to flooding as water regularly flows off the
fields and onto Tower Road.

3. The Ecological Impact Statement does not answer all the concerns raised by both
the Devon Wildlife Trust and the EDDC District Ecologist. A more detailed and
sustained Bat Survey and Nesting Bird Survey has not been supplied. In
addition, no mention is made of the proposed Golf Ball Netting Protection and
its affect on wildlife and no mention is made of the noise generated at the site by
both players and supporters and its affects on the local wildlife. They also have
not submitted a completed Beer Quarry & Caves SAC Shadow HRA document.

4. We caution against making outstanding documents as conditions after granting

of Planning Permission due to the current resources in EDDC Planning
Department.

5. There is still no indication of drainage provision from the Car Park areas.

6. There has been no study submitted as required by the Devon County
Archaeologist.

7. The proposed Pedestrian Access is totally unsuitable for Disabled Access due to

steepness of Cuckoo Down Lane.

Finally, we note that Honiton Community College has submitted a planning
application for 3G artificial pitches, 24/2662/FUL.

We fully support this application as it provides a facility for Honiton Youth FC
to use and will be an asset for all the community. It satisfies most requirements
of the East Devon Local Plan. It is easily accessible, children will easily be able
to walk or cycle to the College and is served by Public Transport, satisfying
Strategy 5B. It will be available to use all year round including evenings in the
autumn and winter because the proposal includes floodlighting and the
application states it will also be available for Community organisations to use.
It is also not in an AONB and is also within the Built Up Area of Honiton.
None of this is true for Honiton Youth FC’s application.

Proposal seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour
Agenda Items for Next Meeting
Parish Online Mapping software
Date and Time of Next Meeting
16 April 2025 at 7.30pm

The Meeting closed at 8.30pm

J. Tristram Date 16/04/2025



