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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore, C. Whithear 

    M. Norfolk                                      

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk) 

  

Members of Public:      0 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

 

OPEN SESSION  
None 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

25/77 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr. P. Hopkins, EDDC Cllr. H. Parr 

25/78 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

  None 

25/79 Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd October 2025 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by 

Cllr.Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

25/80 Matters arising from the Minutes 

None 

25/81 Reports: 

a) Clerk vacancy 

The Clerk advised that no applications had been received but would continue to 

advertise the vacancy and seek applicants. 

b) Police 

No police report received 

Cyber Crime Prevent Presentation 
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The Clerk reported that the Police had recently held a Cyber Crime presentation in 

Kilmington village hall and that the Police Cyber Protect Officer had given many 

useful tips and advice on protecting oneself from the various cyber crimes. He said 

that Offwell should request that the Police give a presentation in early 2026. 

c) District and County Councillors 

The Clerk advised that Cllr. Parr was unable to attend due to an EDDC meeting. 

d) Clerk 

The Clerk advised that he was prepared to continue for January until the Council 

were able appoint a new Clerk. 

e) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph  

None 

2) A35 

None 

3) Other Highways matters 

Cllr. Tristram advised that he was seeking quotes for signwriting an old 

fingerpost sign to replace the missing Colwell sign. 

Grit bins salt levels check 

The Clerk advised that he would check the grit bins. 

f) Footpaths Report 

None 

g) Defibrillator 

The Clerk advised that a new replacement set of adult pads would shortly be 

required and that an invoice had been received for these. 

h) Neighbourhood Watch 

None 

i) Any Other Reports 

ORG/VHC 

Mark Norfolk reported that a fire door in the hall had been replaced and PAT 

testing was going to be undertaken in the next week. they were applying for grants 

for the Hearing Loop. They were looking at grants for the heating 

And were also investigating the matter of the hall flooring with the introduction of 

floor court marking for badminton and pickle ball sports. 

The fireworks event had been well attended and had been very successful. 

The committee were presently formulating the 2026 events schedule.  

25/82 Correspondence 

1) Post Office in collaboration with Payzone to be opening a new Post Office 

Drop & Collect service at Windmill Garage, Offwell. 

Councillors welcomed the introduction of this new service.  

2) Blackdown Hills Parish Network - guidance note on speeding and highway 

safety 

Noted 

 

3) Temporary Road Restriction – ROAD FROM OFFWELL CROSS TO NEW 

ROAD CROSS, OFFWELL from 16th to 18th February 2026 inclusive. 

Noted 
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4) Temporary road restriction - ROAD FROM AXMINSTER ROAD TO 

OFFWELL CROSS, OFFWELL 30th January 2026. 

Noted 

5) Temporary road restriction - ROAD FROM CLEAVE CROSS TO 

GREYSTONES, WILMINGTON from 22nd to 23rd January 2026 inclusive 

Noted 

6) Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service Precept Survey 

Noted. Cllr. Tristram advised that he had responded to the Survey. 

7) East Devon Festive Community support - Operation Rudolph 2025 

Noted 

25/83 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £6,020.65 in the general account and £3,108.07 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 

c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received 

1) Payment of £ 258.68 to A Jenkins for November salary 

2) Payment of £64.60 to HMRC for PAYE 

3)  Payment of £168.00 to A Jenkins for Home Office Allowance for   

     period Dec 24 to Dec 25 

4) Payment of £19.33 to A Jenkins for reimbursement of the Blue Host (Just 

Host) offwell.org domain 1 year renewal fee 

5) Payment of £147.54 to Community Heartbeat Trust for 2 new adult 

defibrillator pads 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Tristram, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

d) Haycart planting future purchases 

The Clerk advised that Mole Avon had recently purchased Honiton Garden Centre 

and that the previous owners had refunded to the Council via a BACS payment the 

amount of £42.50 in respect of the balance left on the Council’s Garden Centre 

account. 

The Clerk is at present in discussions with Mole Avon about opening an account 

for the Council with them. 

e) Draft CIL Policy with CIL projects document for approval 

The Clerk had circulated the draft policy and projects document to all Councillors. 

Cllr. Whithear proposed that the Parish Council adopt the Policy and project 

documents, seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour  

f) Risk Assessment spreadsheet document 

Deferred to the February meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

25/84 Planning Applications 

a) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 
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Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works 

Cllr. Norris advised that there had been no further developments on the application.  

b) DCC/4442/2025– Offwell Primary School 

Planning Decision & Conditions applying 

The Clerk had circulated details of the planning decision and the conditions 

applying to Councillors. 

25/85 Co-option 

None 

25/86 Frequency of Parish Council meetings 

Deferred to a future meeting 

25/87 2026 Dates of Parish Council meetings 

The Clerk advised that he was required to set a schedule of meetings for 2026. He 

would set a schedule with the Council to meet on the third Wednesday of the month 

but that this schedule could be reviewed after a new Clerk had been appointed and the 

matter of the frequency of meetings had been re-agendered for a future meeting. 

25/88 Interaction & Communication with parishioners 

Deferred to a future meeting in the New Year, but Cllr. Blackmore proposed, seconded 

by Cllr. Norris that the Council should commence putting a Parish Council news 

message article  in THE LINK publication. All in favour. Cllr. Norris volunteered to 

draft an article for Councillors to approve and submit to the editor for inclusion in the 

next forthcoming publication. 

25/89 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

Clerk vacancy 

Co-option 

25/90 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

10th December 2025 at 7.30pm.  

 

                        The meeting closed at 8.35pm 

 

                        Signed     J. Tristram                                         Date10-12-2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


