OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

ON WEDNESDAY 20™ AUGUST 2025 AT 7.00PM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, C. Whithear, P. Hopkins,
M. Norfolk & D. Blackmore
In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC CllIr. H. Parr,

Members of Public: 1]

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting
He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

25/43

25/44

25/45

25/46

25/47

OPEN SESSION

None

COUNCIL BUSINESS

To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
ClIr. Whithear and DCC Cllr. Arnott
To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
None
Minutes of the Meeting held on 30™" July 2025
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris,
seconded by Cllr. Hopkins all in favour.
Matters arising from the Minutes
None
Reports:
a) Police
Alert re SIM-Swap Fraud



b)

d)

The Clerk advised that the Police had issued an alert about the SIM-swap fraud
which is a clever and increasingly common type of crime where a criminal takes
over your mobile phone number. They do this by tricking your mobile provider
into switching your mobile phone number to a new SIM card that they control.
Once they have your number, they can access your online accounts and steal your
money and personal information.
Scammers begin by gathering personal information about you from various
sources, including social media, data breaches, and phishing attempts. With
enough details, they contact your mobile provider pretending to be you. They
might do this online, over the phone, or even in a store. Using your stolen
information, they pass security checks and convince your mobile provider to
transfer your mobile phone number to a new SIM card.
Once your number is affiliated to their SIM card, they receive all your calls and
text messages. They can then try to log into your bank accounts, email, and social
media. Since many of these services use one-time passwords (OTPs) sent by text
message for verification, the scammer can easily receive these codes and gain
access to your accounts.
To protect oneself it is important in particular to Add Extra Security to Your
Mobile Account and Use Stronger Authentication:
District and County Councillors
EDD Cllr. Parr gave a brief verbal report on the Housing Review Board meeting
and said that the agenda items had been discussed and approved by the Board.
She also advised of the EDDC Towns and Parishes Briefing for all Parish and
Town Clerks and Cllrs re Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution,
which will take place at 6pm on Tuesday 26 August via Teams.
Clerk
The Clerk advised that the printer needed to be replaced and that he would obtain
costings for a replacement
Highways Matters
1) 20mph

None
2) A3S

None
3) Other Highways matters
The Clerk had received a report that there was a white car parked on the road
opposite the Church and that it had been there for more than 4 weeks. The car was
not taxed or MOT’d according to the DVLA website.
He had reported it to both EDDC and the PCSO.
Footpaths Report
Cllr. Tristram advised that the landowner Mr Olive had installed a new footbridge
on the footpath route.
Defibrillator
The Clerk advised that he had received a report about the hedge and plants
encroaching around the Defibrillator phone box and asked if this could be attended
to when the hedge is flailed cut. Cllr. Hopkins said that the hedge was due to be
flailed shortly and they would try to deal with the matter but that it may be
difficult due to the closeness of the road sign.



g) Neighbourhood Watch

None

h) Any Other Reports

Mark Norfolk reported on the recent very successful ORG/VHC Tug of War Event
which had seen 26 teams competing.
He said that the Bonfire event will be held on the 29" October 2025.

25/48 Correspondence

a)

b)

g)

h)

South West Water query re ownership of an unregistered track of land
adjacent to the A35

Councillors were unaware who is the owner of this track of land. The Clerk to
investigate the matter.

Devon and Cornwall Police offer to hold a free face to face Cybercrime
awareness presentation to the Community

Cybercrime is on the increase. In response to this the Police offer face-to-face
presentations designed to raise general awareness concerning on-line crime and
promote the many preventative measures that are available for individuals and
organisations to take and so help protect them from becoming a Cybercrime.
Councillors were of the opinion that such a presentation would be extremely
beneficial and informative to the parishioners and that the Parish Council should
procced to arrange such a meeting. Mark Norfolk said that ORG/VHC would offer
the Hall as the venue free of any charge.

The Clerk to arrange a date for the presentation.

East Devon District Council Parish Remuneration Panel update.

Noted

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service- Community Conversations
Microsoft Teams event re Road Safety on Wednesday 10" September 2025
Cllr. Norris said he would attend this online event.

EDDC Towns and Parishes Briefing for all Parish and Town Clerks and Clirs
re Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution, which will take place at
6pm on Tuesday 26 August via Teams.

The Clerk advised that Devon County Council are also visiting locations across
Devon to talk about local government reorganisation. They will be at Honiton
Library on Friday 12" September from 9.30 to 1.30am.

Noted

EDDC consultation on how it communicates with town and parish councils
across the district.

The Clerk advised that the consultation is scheduled to run for 8 weeks from 1%
September to 27™ October 2025 via the Commonplace online platform.

Noted.

Peninsula transport £100k Rural Mobility Fund

Noted

Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) newsletter

Noted



i) Letter from DCC advising of a planning application relating to Offwell C Of E
Primary School
The Clerk advised that this letter had only just been received today and as such was
not on the agenda for consideration at this meeting.
Agreed that this be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

25/49 Finance
a) Current Financial Position
The Clerk reported that there is £3,449.27 in the general account and £3,116.57 in
the CIL account.
b) Expenditure to be ratified

None
¢) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received
1) Payment of £313.30 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of August 2025
(26-07-2025 to 30-08-2025)
2) Payment of £78.20 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of August 2025
Payments proposed by Cllr. Norris, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour
25/50 Planning Applications
a) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down
Lane Honiton
Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works
The Clerk advised that there had been no developments on this application or the
associated EIA planning application 25/0003/EIA.
25/51 Co-option
None
25/52 Agenda Items for Next Meeting
: Adoption of New Financial Regulations
Frequency of Meetings
25/53 Date and Time of Next Meeting
Wednesday 17" September 2025 @ 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed _J. Tristram Date 24-09-2025



