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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 21st MAY 2025 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, C. Whithear, P. Hopkins, 

    & D. Blackmore                                     

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk),  

  

Members of Public:       1 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

25/01  Election of Chair 

 Cllr. Hopkins proposed Cllr. Tristram for the post, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

25/02 Chair to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Clerk said that the printer was presently out of action and that he would arrange for the 

declaration to be signed the following week. 

25/03 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA 1972 S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr. Norfolk, EDDC Cllr Parr, DCC/EDDC Cllr. Arnott 

25/04 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this agenda (this does not 

preclude the duty to declare further interests as applicable) 

 None 

25/05 Election of Vice Chair 

 Cllr. Whithear proposed Cllr. Norris for the post, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour 

25/06 Members to sign their Declarations of Acceptance of Office 

 Cllrs to sign their declarations the following week 

25/07 Register of Interest forms 

The Clerk advised Councillors to complete a new Register if Interest form if there had been any 

changes in their register circumstances since last year.  

25/08 Confirmation of Responsible Financial Officer for 2025/26 

Cllr. Tristram proposed that the Clerk continue as the Responsible Financial Officer, seconded by 

Cllr. Whithear, all in favour. 
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25/09 Confirmation of the Internal Auditor 

Cllr. Tristram proposed that Mr T. Cuthbertson continue in this role, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in 

favour. 

24/10 Confirmation of Councillor Responsibilities/ Representatives on other Committees/Bodies 

 a) Planning Committee 

All Councillors 

b) Trees (Honorary) 

Zach Bricknell 

c) Highways 

Cllr. Tristram and Cllr. Norris 

d) Footpaths (Honorary) 

Hilary Thompson      

e) Snow Warden (Honorary) 

Tim Pepper 

f) Haycart 

Cllr. Whithear 

g) Planting of Haycart (Honorary) 

Viki Whitehead 

h) Village Hall Charity 

 None at present 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed the above appointments, seconded by Cllr. Blackmore all in favour.  

OPEN SESSION (Public Forum) 

A number of residents attended the meeting and raised their concerns about  

Agenda Item 25/16d,the retrospective planning application 25/0716/FUL - Land Adjacent  

Slowpool Offwell EX14 9SR. 

            They said that whilst the area around is mixed agricultural and residential area and whilst they  

were supportive of the need for buildings of some form to provide animal shelter, they felt that  

the buildings erected were not in keeping with the AONB and had created the following serious 

issues:- 

a) Net loss to bio diversity of primary habitat by removal of the hedge. 

b) Significant pollution impact, including to a public right of way 

c) The drainage infrastructure used is in-sufficient and no consent has been granted by the 

adjoining land owner  of the access track and downhill land for increased drainage onto  

d) his land. 

e) Animal effluent runoff into land and watercourse and over public right of way, 

f) Mention of soakaway in the application not viable – water doesn’t run uphill and the  

Downhill land owner has not consented to installation on his land. 

g) Foul water draining into SPZ1- protected area around several residential drinking water  

Wells and boreholes in the surrounding area. 

h) Increased flood risk in the area 

 

The applicant was also present and said that she has a small farming operation, mainly keeping  

sheep and goats but horses also graze the land. 

As the frequency of wet winters increases, it is crucial to provide protection from adverse weather  

to the animals.horses. She is amenable to a landscaping proposal and has suggested in the application 

the installation of an earth bank surrounding the shelters with planting also proposed that provides 
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screening to the local property and to also increase bio diversity. Also she is prepared to instal a new 

suitably sized soakaway for the scale of the development or where possible, directed to an existing 

clean water outlet and to submit a drainage scheme for approval by the planning authority.  

 

25/11 Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th April 2025 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. 

Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

25/12 Matters arising from the Minutes 

Cllr. Norris advised that the applicants for planning application 24/0841/FUL had 

recently submitted 21 new documents and a further consultee comment had been 

submitted. The Clerk to include this application for consideration on the next agenda.  

25/13 Reports: 

a) Police 

The Police had advised that there was a new Neigbourhood Sergeant for East 

Devon. Sergeant Jenny Palmer. 

b) District and County Councillors 

Cllr. Arnott who was now both the County Councillor and an EDDC Cllr. 

had sent a very brief report which had been circulated to Councillors. Cllr. Parr 

had advised that there was nothing to report. 

c) Clerk 

None  

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph 

Cllr. Whithear requested that the Council purchase another 10 Twenty’s Plenty 

A4 stickers. Seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour  

2) A35 

Nothing to report 

3) Bus Service 

None  

4) Other Highways matters 

None 

e) Footpaths Report 

Cllr. Tristram understood that the collapsed walkway he had reported was now on 

the PROW works list. 

f) Any Other Reports 

None 

25/14 Correspondence 

a) EDDC Invitation to complete Rural Broadband Survey 

Carl Whitehead volunteered to work with Cllr. Norris to conduct a survey 

questionnaire to all properties in the parish in order to submit a detailed response to 

EDDC. 

25/15 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £5,924.42 in the general account and £3,137.82 in the CIL 

account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None
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c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received  

1) Payment to A.Jenkins of £313.30 for the Clerk’s salary for the month of May 

(26/04/2025 to 31/05/2025)  

2) Payment of £78.20 to HMRC for PAYE 

3) Payment of £60.00 to Local Authority Technology CIC for the Parish Online Mapping 

Software 25/26 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Whithear, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

d) 2025 Asset Register 

Cllrs considered and approved the Asset Register. Proposed by Cllr. Tristram, seconded by Cllr. 

Whithear, all in favour.  

e) Council Insurance Renewal 

The Clerk advised that renewal of the policy had been invited by Zurich Insurance at a premium 

of £414.60 or a lower premium of £397.94 based on a 3 year long term agreement. 

Cllr. Tristram proposed that the Parish Council renew the policy on the 3 year long term 

agreement and make a payment of £397.94, seconded by Cllr. Whithear, all in favour. 

25/16 Planning Applications 

a. 25/0860/VAR - Goodman House Offwell Honiton Devon EX14 9RR 

Variation of condition number 2 (approved plans) on planning permission 21/3161/FUL 

(Construction of proposed summer house) proposal for roof to be changed from dual pitch 

to mono pitch and change of roof covering from felt shingles to anthracite grey profile 

sheeting 

Cllr. Blackmore proposed that the Parish Council support the application, seconded by 

Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour 

b. 25/0689/FUL - Pamsden Offwell Honiton EX14 9RR 

Repair and reinstate property following impact damage 

Cllr. Whithear proposed that the Parish council support the application, seconded by Cllr. 

Blackmore, all in favour. 

c. 25/0716/FUL - Land Adjacent Slowpool Offwell EX14 9SR 

Erection of moveable field shelters and sheep accommodation, construction of a 

hardstanding (retrospective application) 

Councillors discussed the application and considered the matters raised in the open 

session.  

Cllr. Norris proposed that the Parish Council support this retrospective planning 

application subject to conditions that mitigation of the flooding of the track and footpath 

is addressed, along with the possible potential for pollution of the streams that feed into 

Offwell Brook and the surrounding land, including the possible potential for 

compromising the surrounding drinking water wells. 

Seconded by Cllr. Whithear, all in favour. 

25/17 Co-option to fill vacancy on Council 

Deferred to next meeting 

25/18 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 Planning application 24/0841/FUL 

Co-option 

25/19  Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 Wednesday 18th June 2025 at 7.30pm The meeting closed at 8.15pm 

Signed     J. Tristram      date  18/06/2025 


