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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, D. Blackmore, P. Hopkins, 

    M. Norfolk                                      

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC Cllr. H. Parr,  

  

Members of Public:      0 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

 

OPEN SESSION  
None 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

25/65 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr. C. Whithear 

25/66 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

Cllr. Tristram declared an interest as a School Governor in Items 25/72b 

Cllr. Norfolk declared an interest as Chair of ORG/VHC in items 25/71h and 25/71i 

25/67 Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th September 2025 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Hopkins, 

seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

25/68 Matters arising from the Minutes 

Cllr Tristram and Cllr. Norris gave a brief report on the Honiton Town joint meeting 

with Honiton’s surrounding parishes at the Beehive which they had attended. 
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25/69 Reports: 

a) Police 

None 

b) District and County Councillors 

EDDC Cllr. Parr gave a report on the following matters:-  

1. Local Government Reorganisation-  

There is no agreement amongst Devon Councils as to the best form of Unitary 

Government for Devon. 

The 7 District Councils- in consultation with Torbay Council,  propose the 

 4-5-1 Unitary set up for Devon-see 

https://news.eastdevon.gov.uk/devon-councils-announce-proposal-for-new-local-

government-structure-for-the-county/ 

E. Devon, Mid Devon and N. Devon to combine with Torridge and Exeter to form 

one unitary council; W. Devon, Teignbridge, S. Hams and Torbay to form another; 

Plymouth a Unitary Council. 

 This proposal was originally put forward by District Cllr Arnott, Leader of 

EDDC-see https://news.eastdevon.gov.uk/letter-to-minister-of-state-for-local-

government-and-english-devolution/ 

 

Devon County Council is proposing New Devon Unitary Council + Plymouth 

Unitary Council and Torbay Unitary Council.  All Devon Districts merge with the 

County to form one Devon Unitary; Plymouth and Torbay remain as Unitary 

Councils. This plan is being put forward by County Cllr Arnott, in his capacity as 

Lead Cllr for LGR and Deputy Leader at DCC.   

https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/a-stronger-future-shaped-by-communities-devon-

unveils-leading-option-for-local-government-change/  

 

EDDC Cllrs will meet 26 Nov and will be asked to support the 4-5-1 proposal. 

DCC Cllrs will also meet in November to make a final decision . 

Final proposals must be submitted by Fri 28 Nov '25. 

Torbay, Plymouth, Exeter City and N Devon DC are also putting forward 

alternative proposals- see my Report for September. 

 

2. Second New Town for East Devon-  

The Strategic Planning Committee considered the Vision document for 

Marlcombe, a proposed second new community for East Devon, to be included in 

the draft Local Plan. 

See item 7 Strategic Planning Agenda 30 Sept. 

Vision document and Transport studies link below- 

https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=154&MId=2637

&Ver=4 

Location- on the eastern edge of Exeter,  Marlcombe will extend west from 

Farringdon, along the A3052 to around Westpoint, and north to the A30, opposite 

Exeter airport, S. of Cranbrook, 

Marlcombe will eventually be a town of at least 10,000 new dwellings, around 

3,000 by 2042. with employment areas and community infrastructure, linked to 

Cranbrook by cycle routes. 
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Marlcombe has been selected as one of the Government's 12 next-generation new 

towns. 

The revised Vision Statement etc for Marlcombe will be included in the second 

Reg 19 Public Consultation planned for Autumn/Winter 2025. 

Also due to be included for Consultation the Water Cycle Study- a report on water 

treatment and water sources, supply etc in East Devon. 

c) Clerk 

1) Clerk’s notice of resignation/retirement 

The Clerk read out his letter of resignation dated 22-10-2025:- 

Further to my declared intention at the last meeting, I now wish to submit my 

official notice to resign as from the 29th November 2025, as I now wish to fully 

retire.  

I have enjoyed my time as the Clerk for Kilmington Parish Council and it has been a 

pleasure to work with the Councillors both past and present and others within the 

Community.  I wish to thank everyone for their support and friendship over the 

last 9 years and wish everyone well for all your future endeavours. 

2) To note that the Clerk will be terminating his employment 

Cllr. Tristram noted the resignation and thanked the Clerk for his past service. 

                             3)    To advertise for a new Clerk and decide on 

                                   a)    The terms of hours per week 

                                   b)    The contract conditions of employment 

                                   c)     The spinal point and scale range of pay per hour 

                                   d)    To advertise for a new Clerk 

                                   e)    That an appointments committee be created comprising the 

                                        Chairman and Vice Chairman plus one other Councillor (to be   

                                        decided at this meeting) to interview applicants and with 

                                        delegated authority to appoint the new Clerk.  

Cllr. Norris proposed that the hours per week be 6 hours a week, that the contract 

conditions of employment  be as per the recommended NALC/SLCC/ DALC 

specimen contract with a spinal point and scale LC1 point 5-6 (£13.26 - £13.47 per 

hour based on 2025/26 Local Government Services salary scale) dependent upon 

experience. Furthermore, that an appointments committee be created comprising the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman plus one Councillor – Cllr. Blackmore (to interview 

applicants and with delegated authority to appoint the new Clerk. Also that the 

vacancy be advertised with DALC and The SLCC local Devon & Cornwall 

network Group. Seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour. 

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph 

None  

2) A35 

None 

3) Other Highways matters 

The Clerk said that he would contact Devon Highways for an update on the 

replacement of the damaged road signs. 

e) Footpaths Report 
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Cllr. Tristram advised that the West Colwell wooden walkways were further 

deteriorating. The Clerk to speak to PROW. 

f) Defibrillator 

None 

g) Neighbourhood Watch 

None 

h) Any Other Reports 

ORG/VHC 

Mark Norfolk reported that they were applying for grants for the Hearing Loop. 

He reminded everyone of the Bonfire event on the 29th October 2025 

25/70 Correspondence 

a) Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service- Community Conversations 

event on Winter Safety – 7th November at 12noon 

Noted 

25/71 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £6,882.45 in the general account and £3,108.07 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 

c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received 

1) Payment of £ 323.30 to A Jenkins for October salary 

2) Payment of £80.80 to HMRC for PAYE 

3)   Payment of £40.00 to the Information Commissioners Office for renewal of the   

Data Protection licence. The payment to be made by a new continuing direct   

debit. 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Hopkins, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

d) Adoption of new Financial Regulations  

Cllr. Norris proposed that the draft Financial Regulations Policy be adopted, with a 

review period of two years, seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour. 

e) Adoption of Risk Management Policy 

Cllr, Norris proposed that the draft Risk Management Policy be adopted with a 

review period of two years, seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour. 

The Clerk said that in accordance with the Policy the Council would need to assess 

the risks that it faces in order to satisfy itself that it has taken adequate steps to 

minimise them, and that this assessment should be recorded in a Risk Assessment 

spreadsheet document. This should be completed as soon as possible and then 

approved by Council no later than February 2026 and then to be reviewed annually 

in February. This would then satisfy the AGAR requirements. 

The Clerk to undertake the risk assessment and prepare a spreadsheet document for 

Council’s consideration and approval. 

f) Assertion 10 AGAR Compliance from 01-04-2025 

The Clerk advised Councillors of the ramifications of Assertion 10 AGAR 

compliance from 01-04-2025 in that by that date the Council is required to have a 

.gov.uk domain owned by the Council with the Clerk also required to have a 

.gov.uk email account address. 
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The Clerk  advised that the best course of action was to obtain the .gov.uk domain 

and email address for the Clerk by using services of Parish Online, a profit making 

organization who have offered to provide these services free of any charge for a 

period of 5 years. Cllr. Norris proposed that the Council proceed to do so with 

Parish Online with the domain name to be offwell.gov.uk, seconded by Cllr. 

Norfolk, all in favour. The Clerk to proceed with with Parish Online. 

g) Grant application from St. Marys’ Church for a donation towards the 

maintenance of the Churchyards. 

Cllr. Blackmore proposed that a donation of £100 be given to the St Mary’s Church 

PCC in addition to the £50 annual grant donation for the maintence of the Jubilee 

Lamp. Seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour. 

 

h) Grant application from ORG/VHC for a donation towards the Bonfire Event 

Cllr. Norris proposed that a donation of £100 for the Bonfire event be given To 

ORG/VHC, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour. (Cllr Norfolk abstained from 

this matter and took no part in the vote) 

i) Grant Application from ORG/VHC for a donation towards the purchase of a 

new Dishwasher for the kitchen in the hall. 

Cllr. Blackmore proposed that no donation be made at this point in time but that the  

Clerk investigate as to whether the purchase of this item could be a suitable use of 

CIL monies) seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. (Cllr Norfolk abstained from 

this matter and took no part in the vote). The Clerk said that ORG/VHC could try 

and apply for a grant from DCC Cllr. Arnott’s Locality Fund Budget. The Clerk to 

provide ORG/VHC with the details of the Locality Fund and how to apply. 

j) Grant application from Hospiscare for a donation to the Charity who  in the 

last 5 years have supported 8 residents from Offwell. 

Cllr. Blackmore proposed that a donation of £150 be given to Hospiscare, seconded 

by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

25/72 Planning Applications 

a) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works 

Cllr. Norris advised that 21 new documents had been submitted which were mainly 

amendments to previously submitted documents and that 3 new consultee 

comments had been made. 

b) DCC/4444/2025 – Offwell Primary School 

Single storey extension to existing classroom, to provide additional ancillary 

space 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Parish Council support this application, seconded 

by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour. 

25/73 Co-option 

None 

25/74 Frequency of Parish Council meetings 

Deferred to next meeting 

Interaction & Communication with parishioners 
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25/75 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

Frequency of Parish Council Meetings 

2026 Dates of the Parish Council meetings  

Interaction & Communication with parishioners 

CIL Policy 

Risk Assessment spreadsheet document 

25/76 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 7.30pm 

 

  The meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 

 

  Signed    J. Tristram                            Date19-11-2025 

 

 

 

 


