OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY 23" OCTOBER 2024 AT 7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs. C. Whithear (Vice Chair), P. Hopkins, T. Norris, M. Norfolk
& D. Blackmore

In Attendance: A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC CllIr. H. Parr
Members of Public: 0
Cllr. Whithear chaired the meeting

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the
Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings.

OPEN SESSION

No matters raised.

COUNCIL BUSINESS

24/043  To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA
1972 S.85 (1))
Cllr. J. Tristram
24/044  To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this
agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as
applicable)
Cllr. Norfolk — Item 24/051b
24/045  Minutes of the Meeting held on 4t September 2024
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris,
seconded by ClIr. Hopkins, all in favour.
24/046  Matters arising from the Minutes
None
24/047  Minutes of the Meeting held on 11" September 2024
The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris,
seconded by ClIr. Blackmore, all in favour.
24/048  Matters arising from the Minutes
None



24/049

Reports:

a) Police

None

District and County Councillors

EDDC CllIr. Parr gave a brief verbal update report on the matter of the Housing
stock condition survey and funding matters which are going to be reviewed in
November. She also said that there were many strategic meetings taking place aon
the draft Local Plan.

The Clerk had forwarded Councillors a written report from EDDC CllIr. Arnott
which reported on the outome of the EDDC public toilets consultation, the review
decision to place each public toilet site in East Devon into one of three categories
and the action decided upon for each of the three categories.

Clerk

b)

1)

2)

Broadband provision

Cllr. Norris and the Clerk are continuing their investigations

DALC Conference report

The Clerk gave a brief report on the conference he had attended. The
Conference had covered a wide range of topics with the Devon County
Council Chair, the Chief Executive Officer and the Senior Highways Officers
sharing their priorities and answering questions. Also learning about the role
of the Monitoring Officer and the importance of the Code of Conduct from
Melanie Wellman (East Devon District Council Monitoring Officer), and
hearing about the summer’s water crisis in Brixham from their Town Clerk.
The Highways Officers had spoken about the new equipmemt and maintenance
methods they were trialling to improve their road maintenance operations, the
consultation which had just been launched on the proposed Devon and Torbay
Local Transport Plan 4 (LTP4) which sets out the transport priorities across the
county between 2025 and 2040.

A number of priorities are proposed in the Transport Plan across all areas of
Devon and Torbay, including enhancement of bus services and supporting
transition to lower emission and zero emission buses, providing bus priority on
key routes, improving the integration of rail and bus services, establishing a
comprehensive network of electric vehicle charging facilities, and expanding
pedestrian and cycle networks. All of the proposals are subject to securing
funding from a range of sources including Local Transport Plan, Government
grants and developer contributions.

The Clerk had raised the matter of the difficulties parishioners in the East
Devon area from Honiton to Axminster (particularly in parishes such as
Offwell) in being able to cross the A35 safely to get to the bus stops and on
their inability to access and use the bus services. The Senior Highways
Officers said that they understood the difficulties and dangers parishioners
faced in crossing the A35 to reach some of the bus stops but said that Devon
Highways had no responsibility for the A35 and that it was a matter for the
parish councils to take up with National Highways.



Beech tree hedge & Electricity Sub Station works
The Clerk reported that had spoken to the sub station technician about the
damage caused to the beech hedge by the contractors who were working on
replacing the two massive transformers. These weighed about 15-20 tons each
and in order to safely lift the old ones out and the new ones in they had to
remove the beech hedge for the lifting machines to be as close to the sub
station as possible and put down a stone sub base for the lifting machine to go
onto. They had replaced one transformer but the other was still to be done and
the works would continue for some weeks yet. The Clerk said he would
continue to liase with technician about the damage to the hedge and its
reinstatement.
d) Highways Matters
1) 20mph
The Clerk reported that he had contacted the DCC Lead Councillor for
Highways to enquire when DCC would be announcing the successful
applicants for the Trenche 3 scheme. He had been advised that they are due to
receive the officers report in the next few weeks and that a decision would be
made at the cabinet December meeting, and then announced.
2) A35
Nothing to report
3) Traffic Speed along Tower Road
Cllr. Norris reported that residents along Tower Road were complaining about
traffic speeding along the road and that this was causing a safety hazard to
residents exiting from their entranceways and to the pedestrians, cyclists, dog
walkers and horse riders who frequently use this road. He asked if the Parish
Council could request a lower speed limit for Tower Road. The Clerk said that
this had been requested some years previously but that Devon Highways had
refused to consider the matter and had said that the National Speed Limit
applied on the road. He suggested that the Council discuss the matter with the
County Councillor at the next meeting to arrange a joint meeting with the
Highways Officer to discuss the speeding and speed limit matter and the
possibility of erecting signs to warn of pedestrians and horse riders and
concealed entranceways.
4) Other Highways matters
None
e) Footpaths Report
None
f) Any Other Reports
None
24/050  Correspondence
a) Public Consultation on the Devon and Torbay Local Transport Plan 4 (LTP4)
which sets out the transport priorities across the county between 2025 and
2040.
The Clerk advised that the Consultation has opened on the proposed strategic Local
Transport Plan for Devon & Torbay from 2025 to 2040, which sets out the
transport priorities across the county between 2025 and 2040. The plan’s vision is
for well-integrated and accessible transport to facilitate sustainable growth, support



b)

d)

f)

9)

net zero carbon targets by 2050 at the latest, improve travel choices and benefit
people’s health and wellbeing. He had sent Councillors the link to view the full
draft plan and submit any views on it

Neighbourhood Watch Crime and Community Survey 2024

The Clerk had forwarded details of the survey to Councillors.

Letter to Secretary of State from the Leaders of all the Devon District
Councils

The Clerk had forwarded to Councillors a copy of the letter the Leaders of all

the Devon District Councils had sent to the Secretary of State. It was in response to
the Government’s manifesto commitment to deliver 1.5 million new homes over
the next 5 years and specifically the NPPF consultation setting out how it intends to
deliver against that commitment. They had expressed their concerns and had
invited the Secretary of State to come to visit the Devon Councils to discuss how
they can work together to address the housing challenges and deliver the homes
that the Devon local communities need.

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue - Precept consultation

The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the Devon & Somerset
Fire and Rescue about their consultation asking their communities and businesses
about the level of precept (council tax contribution) for the fire and rescue service.
This consultation is open now until midday on 26 November. Noted.

Temporary Traffic Road Order - ROAD FROM ST MARYS CHURCH TO
COLWELL BARTON, Offwell from Monday 27" January 2025 to Friday 31%
January 2025 for multiple Sewer rehabilitation works

Noted

Temporary Traffic Road Order - RAMSDEN LANE, Offwell from Monday
13t January 2025 to Friday Monday 20" January 2025 (inclusive) for Sewer
rehabilitation works

Noted

Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) -Thermal Imaging Surveys

The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the Blackdown Hills
Parish Network (BHPN). They said that thanks to a generous grant from the
National Landscape, the BHPN had last year purchased a Flir C5 Thermal Imaging
Camera which is available to all Parish Councils in the BHNL to borrow. This will
enable a nominated representative to carry out simple heat loss surveys for your
parishioners of their properties.

With fuel prices as high as they are, they feel that this is a great service that can be
offered to parishioners, and they are pleased to be offering the use of the camera for
a second season.

The weather last winter was wet and slightly warm —and no one wanted to go out
surveying houses under such conditions! They hope this winter will be cold and
crisp. Ideally the temperature needs to be below 5°, and of course residents need to
have their heat on.

Images will indicate where heat loss is most serious, and can show where quick
wins can be gained.

After a survey is completed the householder will be signposted to organisations
who can offer advice, but they state they are not recommending specific companies
or organisations.



24/051

24/052

If a parish is a member of the BHPN there is no charge (non-member Parish
Councils will get it free upon joining) for participation in this initiative, but they
will have to ensure that the camera is insured for the duration of the loan
(approximately £3)

The Clerk had forwarded details to Councillors who noted the service offered.

Finance

a)

b)

c)

d)
1)

2)
3)

4)
5)

Current Financial Position

The Clerk reported that there is £6,350.49 in the general account and £3,137.82 in
the CIL account.

Cllr. Norfolk left the room at this point due to his declared interest in the following
matter.

Grant Application from Offwell Recreation Ground & Village Hall Charity
(ORG &VHC) for a donation towards the Offwell Fireworks event.

The Clerk had forwarded Councillors details of the application for a grant of £250
towards the 2024 Offwell fireworks event. Cllr. Blackmore proposed giving a grant
of £250.00, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in favour.

Cllr. Norfolk then returned to the room.

Expenditure to be ratified

None

Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received

Payment to A.Jenkins of £298.20 for the Clerk’s net salary after tax/NIC deduction
for the month of September 2024 (24/08/2024 to 28/09/2024)

Payment to HMRC of £74.40 for PAYE

Payment to A.Jenkins of £238.48 for the Clerk’s net salary after tax/NIC deduction
for the month of October 2024 (28/09/2024 to 26/10/2024)

Payment to HMRC of £59.60 for PAYE

Payment to The Information Commissioner of £40.00 for the Data Protection renewal
fee

Payments proposed by ClIr. Hopkins, seconded by Cllr. Norris. All in favour

Planning Applications

a)

b)

d)

24/1462/FUL -Land Adjacent Slowpool Offwell

Erection of a general purpose agricultural building and associated laying of hard-core
track

The Clerk reported that the application had been withdrawn.

24/1989/AGR - Collwell Farm Buildings North Combe Road Offwell

Prior Notification for the consultation of the Siting and Appearance of a portal framed
agricultural building with no walls (open on all elevations) with an anthracite grey
cement roof designed to cover an existing open farmyard area.

The Clerk reported that this had been approved.

24/2045/TRE - Windmill Garage Offwell Honiton Devon EX14 9RP

T4: Oak - fell.

Cllr. Norfolk proposed the Parish Council support this application. Seconded by

Cllr. Norris, all in favour

24/1941/FUL - The Grazing Cow Offwell EX14 9RR

General purpose building and extension to staff car-parking area

Cllr. Hopkins proposed the Parish Council support this application but request

that improvements to the vehicular entry and exit to and from the Grazing Cow

site also be considered. Seconded by CllIr. Blackmore, all in favour.



e) 24/0841/FUL — Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down
Lane Honiton
Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches,
erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and
ancillary works.
Nothing to report
24/053  Agenda Items for Next Meeting
None
24/054  Date and Time of Next Meeting
20™ November 2024 at 7.30pm
The meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed  J. Tristramv Date 04/12/2024



