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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), T. Norris, C. Whithear, P. Hopkins, 

    M. Norfolk                                      

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC Cllr. H. Parr,  

  

Members of Public:      1 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

 

OPEN SESSION  
None 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

25/54 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllr. D. Blackmore, DCC/EDDC Cllr. Arnott 

25/55 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

  Cllr. Tristram declared an interest as a School Governor in Items 25/61b and c. 

25/56 Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th August 2025 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris, 

seconded by Cllr. Hopkins all in favour. 

25/57 Matters arising from the Minutes 

Item 25/48e - No Councillors had attended the DCC presentation at the Honiton 

Library 
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25/58 Reports: 

a) Police 

No report from the Police. Cllr. Tristram advised that a shed in the village had 

been broken into. 

b) District and County Councillors 

EDDC Cllr. Parr gave a reporton the following 3 matters:- 

3 matters-  

1) Local Government Review [ LGR]- Deadline for proposals to be submitted to 

Government is 28 Nov 25.  

The District Councils Submission- 

7 of the Devon District Councils have agreed to appoint KPMG to work up the 

detail of their submission- budget for the commission £145k, shared equally 

between the councils. [Gov Grant £35k per authority towards costs of LGR]. Gov 

guidelines recommend Unitary Councils should serve populations of c.500,000. 

The District Councils’ Submission- called the "1-4-5"- is jointly proposed by 7 out 

of 8 Devon District Councils ie. East Devon DC; Mid Devon DC; N Devon DC;  

Torridge DC;  S. Hams DC;  W. Devon DC and Teignbridge DC. Also supporting 

this proposal, Torbay Unitary Council. 

 

1= a Plymouth Unitary Council 

4= a S. Devon Unitary Council - S. Hams, W. Devon, Teignbridge and Torbay  

5= a N. East Devon Unitary Council- East Devon, Mid Devon, N Devon, Torridge 

and Exeter City 

"1-4-5" is not supported by Exeter City [8th district council]. 

 

Other submissions from Exeter City Council, Devon County Council, N Devon, 

Plymouth and Torbay. 

 

Exeter City Council submission- Exeter city proposes it becomes a Unitary.  In 

order to build population numbers and meet Gov recommendations, Exeter 

proposes expanding into 28 parishes in E Devon, including all the west end of the 

district ie  Airport,  Sky Park, University,  Science Park, Greendale Business Park, 

Hill Barton Business Park, Exmouth and Budleigh, out to West Hill, [the business 

rate paying, wealth creating and employment areas of this district] ; 15 parishes in 

Teignbridge district; 6 parishes in Mid Devon. 

If agreed, Exeter Unitary would have a population of c. 294,000; 

Plymouth Unitary pop. c. 318,000; 

Rural and Coastal Devon [incl Torbay] pop. c. 765,000  

https://committees.exeter.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MId=7987&Ve

r=4 

 

Plymouth Unitary Council bid- Plymouth proposes it remains a Unitary, and 

wishes to  expand into S. Hams etc. out to Ivybridge, and N. to Bickleigh and 

Cornwood, edge of Dartmoor. 

 

https://committees.exeter.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MId=7987&Ver=4
https://committees.exeter.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MId=7987&Ver=4
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All Devon Councils have agreed a Mayoral Strategic Authority should be 

established, with an elected Mayor- for financial reasons [a precursor to securing 

significant Gov funding]. See Cabinet Minutes 3 Sept item 67 

https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=2505

&Ver=4 

 

2.Affordable Housing 

Build and Buy- The District Council has agreed plans for 500 new Affordable 

Homes to be built in the next 5 years.  

Build/ commission Affordable/ Social housing on council owned land eg. garage 

sites; brownfield council sites, redevelopment of old council housing; 

Buy social housing ready built by developers as S106 contribution on mixed Open 

Market and Affordable Housing developments. 

Cost- £100m over 5 years, self financing, income from rents covering the cost of 

borrowing.  

This is the vision, the plan is aspirational... 

It will require significant Capital investment, money sourced from- 

-Prudential borrowing by EDDC [public works loan board] 

-Capital receipts from sale of EDDC land and assets surplus to requirement/ not 

financially viable to upgrade etc. 

-Government grants eg. Homes England 

-S106 commuted sums 

-Right to Buy receipts 

See HRB Minutes 31 July  

 

3. T & P Consultation re Communication- 

The consultation is scheduled to run for eight weeks – from 5 September to 31 

October 2025 – on the Commonplace online platform. 

Town and Parish councils will be asked to give feedback on: 

The types of information that are most useful to their council. 

Their preferred methods of contact. 

How frequently they would like to receive updates. 

The kind of information they would like to receive. 

c) Clerk 

The Clerk advised Council of his intention to retire from his position in the coming 

few months. He would confirm the date at the next meeting and submit his letter of 

resignation giving the Council more than the required one month’s notice. This 

would give Council sufficient time to advertise the vacancy, conduct the 

interviews and appoint a new Clerk/RFO. 

He would agenda the matter for the next meeting with a suggested course of action 

to follow. 

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph 

None  

2) A35 

None 
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3) Other Highways matters 

None 

e) Footpaths Report 

Cllr. Tristram advised that the West Colwell wooden walkways were apparently in 

the DCC PROW programmes of work.   

f) Defibrillator 

None 

g) Neighbourhood Watch 

None 

h) Any Other Reports 

ORG/VHC 

Mark Norfolk reported that the grant application to National Grid for funding 

towards replacing the window had not been successful and that they had applied to 

the EDDC Eco Fund for a grant towards replacing the heating.  

He reminded everyone of the Bonfire event on the 29th October 2025. 

25/59 Correspondence 

a) Letter from Blackdown hills Parish Network re starting to review and revise 

the Blackdown Hills Design Guide. 

Noted 

b) Cars permanently parked on church corner 

Cllr. Tristam will approach the School about having a clear, unambiguous notice on 

the school fence asking that everyone refrain from parking their vehicles on the 

corner by the Church. 

c) EDDC Invitation to complete Town and Parish Council communications 

survey 

Noted  

d) East Devon District Council Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution 

Briefing 

Noted 

e) Temporary Traffic Notice (TTRO0256394) – Road from Offwell Cross to New 

Road Cross at the end of October to enable the relocation of a pole. 

Noted 

f) Invitation from Honiton Town Council inviting representatives from offwell 

Parish Council to a joint meeting with them and representatives from 

Honiton’s other surrounding parishes at the Beehive on the 15th October 

Cllr. Tristram and Cllr. Norris volunteered to attend 

25/60 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk advised that the second precept payment had been received from EDDC. 

The Clerk reported that there is £7,606.27 in the general account and £3,113.32 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 
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c) 2025/26 Salary Award Increase 

The Clerk advised that the details of the agreed 2025/26 Salary Award Increase had 

been published and that the Clerk’s SCP 6 rate had increased from £13.05 to 

£13.47 per hour, an increase of £0.42 per hour. 

d) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received 

1) Payment of £ 303.12 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of 

September 2025 (30/08/2025 to 27/09/2025) and for the 2025/26 Salary Award 

increase backdated to 01-04-2025 

2) Payment of £75.60 to HMRC for PAYE 

3) Payment of £136.90 to HP for a new HP M234sdw Laser Jet   

     Wireless Mono Printer/Copier/Scanner 

4) Payment of £39.80 to Cartridge People for a HP Toner cartridge 

5) Payment of £120.00 to Community Heartbeat Trust for the renewal of the 

VETS scheme 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Whithear, seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour 

e) Adoption of New Financial Regulations 

Deferred to next meeting 

f) Adoption of Risk Management Policy 

Deferred to next meeting 

25/61 Planning Applications 

a) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works 

Cllr. Norris said that 17 new documents had just been added to the planning file. 

They appeared to be revisions of previous documents but he hadn’t had time to 

fully study them ahead of this meeting. He will report on them at the next meeting.  

b) 25/1636/LBC - Offwell C Of E Primary School Offwell Devon EX14 9SA 

Increase height of roof by 120mm to accommodate the replacement roof covering 

with natural slate, install new timber treated battons, breathable underlay and 

insulation. Replace all fascia boards, bargeboards, soffits and rainwater goods 

Cllr. Whithear proposed that the Council support this application, seconded by Cllr. 

Norris, all in favour. 

c) DCC/442/2025 Offwell Primary School 

The renewal of the roof covering to St Mary’s Hall, replacing the asbestos slates 

with natural slate, provision of treated timber battens to replace the existing and a 

breathable underlay, installation of insulation between and above the existing 

rafters to improve the U value in line with current building regulations. at Offwell 

C Of E Primary School, Road 

 Cllr. Whithear proposed that the Council support this application, seconded by 

Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

d) 25/1569/MFUL - Northcombe Farm Offwell Devon EX14 9SP 

Demolition of existing poultry shed and erection of replacement livestock shed 

Cllr. Hopkins proposed that the Council support this application, seconded by Cllr. 

Norris, all in favour. 

 



6 
 

25/62 Co-option 

None 

25/63 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

Frequency of the Parish Council meetings 

Adoption of New Financial Regulations 

Adoption of Risk Management Policy 

Clerk’s resignation/ Clerk’s replacement 

25/64 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 22nd October 2025 @ 7.30pm 

 

  The meeting closed at 8.40pm 

                  Signed   J. Tristram                Date   22/10/2025 

 

 


