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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 4th DECEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), , T. Norris, M. Norfolk & D. Blackmore                                    

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC Cllr. H. Parr 

  

Members of Public:       0 

 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

OPEN SESSION 

No matters raised. 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

24/055 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 Cllrs. C. Whithear, P. Hopkins 

24/056 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

  Cllr. Norfolk – Item 24/061c5 

24/057 Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd October 2024 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norfolk, 

seconded by Cllr. Norris, all in favour. 

24/058 Matters arising from the Minutes 

Broadband provision - Cllr. Norris and the Clerk are continuing their investigations 

24/059 Reports: 

a) Police 

None The Clerk said that he had not received any report or contact from the Police. 

He had spoken to the Inspector on election day in the summer and raised yet again 

the issue of the lack of communication of the Police with the local parish councils. 

The Inspector had said that his intention was for the PCSO officer to attend parish 

councils meetings every 3 to 6 months and that the PSCO would be in contact. The 
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PCSO did email some months ago that he would be attending the next meeting but 

that did not happen. The Clerk said that Offwell was not the only Parish Council 

not receiving any reports or attendance from a Police Officer and he would raise 

the matter again with the Police Inspector. 

b) District and County Councillors 

EDDC Cllr. Parr gave a brief verbal update report on the matter of the devolution 

issue 

c) Clerk 

1. Report on Planning overview meeting 

The Clerk said that he had attended the meeting at Blackdown House and gave a 

brief verbal report on the planning subject matters discussed. 

2. Beech tree hedge & Electricity Sub Station works 

The Clerk reported that the works being carried out were still continuing. He 

had spoken again to the sub station technician who said that he would check 

when the works were due to be completed and come back to the Clerk. The 

Clerk said he would continue to liase with technician about the damage to the 

hedge and its reinstatement. 

3. Meeting dates 2025 

The Clerk suggested the following dates for 2025.  

January    15th      July 16th 

February 19th      August 20th 

March 19th     September 17th 

April 16th    October 15th 

May 21st     November 12th 

June 18th    December 10th 

Cllr. Norris proposed that these dates be agreed, seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all 

in favour. 

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph 

The Clerk advised that he had heard nothing from Devon Highways and would 

chase them up. 

2) A35 

Nothing to report 

3) Traffic Speed along Tower Road 

Deferred to next meeting when the matter can be discussed with DCC Cllr. 

Marcus Hartnell. 

4) NO HGV signs 

Deferred to next meeting 

5) Colwell Fingerpost 

Cllr. Tristram reported that the Colwell Fingerpost had been vandalised and 

broken off. The Clerk to report it to Devon Highways 

6) Other Highways matters 

Deferred to next meeting 

e) Footpaths Report 

Cllr. Tristram said that he had reported to the PROW team issues with the state of 

the wooden walkways across from the stone bridge. 
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f) Defibrillator 

The Clerk said that he had been advised that the battery needed to be replaced 

within a few months and that the Council needed to order a new battery at a cost of 

£357.00.  Cllr. Tristram proposed that the Clerk proceed to place an order, 

seconded by Cllr. Norfolk, all in favour. 

g) Any Other Reports 

None 

24/060 Correspondence 

a) Free Landmark Tree from Devon Wildlife Trust for parishes 

Noted 

b) BT Digital Voice switchover 

The Clerk advised that Carl Whitehead had undertaken training on this issue which 

was going to affect all householders with a landline. He was willing to give advice 

and a possible session in the Village Hall to give advice and assistance to 

parishioners. Carol Hayes was liasing with Carl and they would shortly be issuing 

a newsletter on the subject and putting something on the website. 

c) TRIP Community Transport Association request for consideration for a 

grant 

The Clerk said that they had written asking that we bear hem in mind when 

considering grants next year. 

24/061 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £5,634.81 in the general account and £3,137.82 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 

c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received  

1) Payment of £406.02 to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of November 2024 

(26/10/2024 to 30/11/2024) and the 2024/25 Salary Award increase backdated to 01-04-

2024 

2) Payment of £101.40 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of November 2024 and in 

respect of the backdated salary award increase. 

3) Payment of £33.60 to Axminster Printing Co. Ltd for stationery 

4) Payment to £572.83 East Devon District Council for the April 24/25 Dog waste 

collection service from the dog bin. 

5) Payment of £180.00 to Offwell Recreation Ground and Village Hall for room hire July to 

December 2024 inclusive. 

6) Payment of £50.00 to Offwell Parochial Church Council (PCC) as the annual 

contribution towards the maintenance, electricity supply and electrical inspection costs 

incurred by the PCC for the Jubilee lamppost which is a Parish Council asset. 

7) Payment of £19.65 to Adrian Jenkins to reimburse for payment of the Just Host renewal 

of the offwell.org domain. 

8) Payment of £ 250.60 to to A. Jenkins for the Clerk’s salary for the month of December 

2024 (30/11/2024 to 28/12/2024) 

9) Payment of £62.60 to HMRC for PAYE for the month of December 2024 
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Payments proposed by Cllr. Tristram, seconded by Cllr. Norris, All in favour except for 

Cllr. Norfolk who took no part in the discussion and abstained. 

 

24/062 Planning Applications 

a) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works.  

Nothing to report 

24/063 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

Planning re Cuckoo Down Lodge 

24/064 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

15th January 2025 at 7.30pm  

                        The meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

 

  Signed       J. Tristram             Date   15/01/2025 


