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OFFWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON WEDNESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.30PM  

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present:                      Cllrs. J. Tristram(Chair), C. Whithear (Vice Chair),  P. Hopkins, T. Norris  

    & D. Blackmore                                    

         

In Attendance:               A Jenkins (Clerk), EDDC Cllr. H. Parr 

  

Members of Public:       0 

 

Cllr. Tristram chaired the meeting 

He welcomed everyone to the Council meeting and outlined / reminded everyone of the  

Covid-19 measures which had been adopted for Council meetings. 

 

OPEN SESSION 

No matters raised. 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

24/043 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons given (LGA  

          1972  S.85 (1)) 

 M. Norfolk 

24/044 To receive any declarations of interest relating to items outlined in this    

           agenda (this does not preclude the duty to declare further interests as    

           applicable) 

  None 

24/045 Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th July 2024 

The minutes were declared a true record of the proceedings, proposed by Cllr. Norris, 

seconded by Cllr. Whithear, all in favour. 

24/046 Matters arising from the Minutes 

None 

24/047 Reports: 

a) Police 

None 
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b) District and County Councillors 

Cllr. Parr reported:- 

1.New Local Plan 

The Strategic Planning Committee met Tues 3 Sept. to determine Strategic 

development sites for the Exmouth area. This was the first of a series of all-day 

meetings to decide on Strategic sites for development in the district, to be included 

in the new Local Plan. The meeting for the Honiton area is the 20th September 

EDDC must find sites for 946 houses to be built every year, 20,812 in total over 

the plan period to 2042- Officers also recommend 10% headroom on top of those 

figures. 

To be examined under existing regulations, including current housing numbers, 

ED Local Plan needs to be consulted on and ready to go to Inspection early in 

2025,  otherwise, new government regulations will come into force. These will 

mean the Ditrict Council has to plan for a higher housing requirement, and carry 

out a partial rewrite of our plan. 

2. Housing 

As an absolute priority, the council must provide safe, warm, and decent homes for 

its tenants. Our residents deserve this. 

However, a recent internal audit found the Housing Revenue Account [HRA] is 

underfunded, it will not be able to finance minimum standards required by 

regulations. 

The HRA is a ring-fenced account funded mainly by Tenants' rent moneys, with a 

Revenue Account which covers maintenance and general running costs, and a 

Capital Account which funds major repairs, new kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 

for Right to Buy stock lost etc. 

Reasons for budget being overspent- 

Under investment over the last 10 years 

Much council housing is old stock 

Higher standards required by regulation, and demanded by tenants eg Damp and 

Mould regs, Fire, Gas and Electricity Risk Assessments,  

Inflation, higher cost of repairs 

Restricted rents 

Net Zero/ Climate Change requirements eg insulation, double glazing, air source 

heat pumps etc. 

Disrepair claims 

High no. of voids, some with major repairs needed before reletting  

'Decant' costs [ re-homing of tenants whilst work being done] 

Many other LA's which own housing are in the same position. 

The 2023/24 HRA Overspend is being funded by the HRA reserves + some 

borrowing. The 2024/25 Revenue Budget is predicted to be overspent- cost of day-

to-day repairs and maintenance. 

The Capital Budget will need to borrow over £7m to carry out works to make 

homes compliant with regulations eg. new doors, windows, boilers etc. buy more 

stock to replace homes sold under Right to Buy. 

A Stock Condition Survey was agreed 4 years ago, report still awaited. All 4000 + 

properties have been surveyed, over 80% complete, photos and survey reports are 

being loaded onto a data base. Unfortunately, court orders needed to gain access to 
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some properties. It is predicted the results will show a significant level of 

investment required. 

c) Clerk 

1) Broadband provision 

Cllr. Norris gave Councillors a detailed report on his investigations into which 

households in the parish would be eligible to receive full fibre if the 

CDS/Airband scheme goes ahead. He had circulated to other Councillors an 

excel spreadsheet showing which properties in the Parish would be connected 

to via the CDS Airband scheme if it was ever to go ahead. It makes interesting 

reading about who is/is not part of this programme of work, often with some 

properties being included but their neighbours being excluded.  

It seems that the centre of the village, those houses in EX14 9SA, will 

separately be connected via OpenReach to Superfast Broadband by the end of 

the year. 

The Clerk advised that it is still unclear from the CDS website as to whether 

the Airband scheme is continuing or not. He had made enquiries with other 

neighbouring parishes as to what the position is with them. He had spoken to 

the parishioner from Northleigh who had managed and secured their Super fast 

broadband. They had set up a Limited Company and a Community Fibre Fund 

using the gigabit vouchers from the Government department and then used this 

fund to negotiate a Community Fibre project with Open Reach. The project 

was now completed and all of Northleigh now had a superfast broadband 

provision. 

The Clerk advised that it was no longer possible to use the Gigabit vouchers as 

they were no longer valid and that as such Offwell would not be able to 

replicate the way that Northleigh had secured their full fibre provision. Offwell 

will need to look at alternative ways and approach other broadband companies. 

Cllr. Norris suggested that the Council contact Open Reach and Jurassic Fibre 

but that it may best if we first ask all the households and businesses in the 

Parish who currently don’t have full fibre to register their interest on Open 

Reach and Jurassic Fibre websites so that when we approach those Companies 

they will be aware of the interest in their service and the commercial business 

potential if they were to instal/provide the service. 

Cllr. Norris and the Clerk to continue investigating the matter. 

d) Highways Matters 

1) 20mph 

Nothing to report  

2) A35 

Nothing to report 

3) Other Highways matters 

Cllr. Tristram had reported potholes in 3 locations between Kenhill and West 

Colwell.  One is 'no action' 2 are supposed to be fixed by the end of the month 

Cllr. Tristram Said that he had not received any reply from the Highways 

officer and DCC Cllr. Hartnell about his request for them to arrange a site 

meeting with him and the Kenhill owner or about the matter of the state ofWest 

Colwell farm to Northcombe Roadthat he had emailed them about. He will 

email them again. 
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e) Footpaths Report 

Cllr. Tristram said that he had attempted to use the Devon PROW site to report the 

fingerpost fallen at the beginning of the track to Hooper’s Farm but the software 

won’t accept the input as it places the site on a public road and not a footpath.  He 

will cut the wire on the finger post and dump it beside the track. The Clerk will 

contact the the PROW officer. 

Cllr. Tristram had also reported a damaged gatepost on Footpath 19 to PROW. 

f) Any Other Report 

Nothing to report 

24/048 Correspondence 

24/049 Finance 

a) Current Financial Position 

The Clerk reported that there is £7,097.09 in the general account and £3,137.82 in 

the CIL account. 

b) Expenditure to be ratified 

None 

c) Expenditure to be approved for which bills have been received  

1) Payment to A.Jenkins of £238.48 for the Clerk’s net salary after tax/NIC deduction for 

the month of August 2024 (27/07/2024 to 24/08/2024)  

2) Payment to HMRC of £59.60 for PAYE 

3) Payment to Community Heartbeat Trust (Solutions) Ltd of £120.00 for renewal of the 

Village emergency telephone System yr9 26/09/2024 to 26/09/2025 

Payments proposed by Cllr. Hopkins, seconded by Cllr. Whithear. All in favour 

24/050 Planning Applications 

a) 24/1462/FUL -Land Adjacent Slowpool Offwell 

Erection of a general purpose agricultural building and associated laying of hard-core 

track  

Cllr. Tristram proposed that Councillors hold a site visit to look at the site and discuss  

the application with the applicant and the various concerns which had been expressed  

by objectors to the application. Seconded by Cllr. Blackmore, all in favour. Cllr.  

Tristram will arrange the site visit for later in the week and the Clerk to arrange a  

further Council meeting for the following week. 

b) 24/1505/VAR - Weetwood Offwell Devon EX14 9SB 

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of permission 22/2122/FUL (Erection  

of two storey 4-bed detached dwelling, erection of a detached single garage and 

demolition of existing dwelling) to allow changes to first floor elevations, finished floor 

level and external ground and terrace levels 

Cllr.Tristram proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr. Hopkins, all in 

favour. 

c) 24/0841/FUL – Land West Of Tower Road and East of Cuckoo Down  

Lane Honiton 

Detailed planning application for the change of use of land to football pitches, 

erection of clubhouse, new access and parking, landscaping, engineering and 

ancillary works. 

Nothing to report  
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24/051 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

24/1462/FUL -Land Adjacent Slowpool Offwell 

24/052 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

To be confirmed 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

 

             

 

                      Signed         C. Whithear                                Date    23/10/2024 


